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	Buckle Up New York Observational Seatbelt Compliance Surveys




Conducting a seatbelt use survey in your community is one of the conditions for receiving a Buckle Up New York (BUNY) grant from the Governor's Traffic Safety Committee (GTSC).  

Seatbelt surveys are an important measure of a seatbelt enforcement program.  There are many ways to conduct surveys.  Some use a scientific methodology, while others are more "informal."  The survey required for the GTSC grant may be an informal observational survey.

This survey will involve modest numbers of observations of seatbelt use by front-seat occupants only.  These observations are to be made at locations in your community that correspond with the checkpoints held during the BUNY enforcement.  A survey should be conducted during the expanded enforcement period and if possible, pre and post surveys should also be completed during the May mobilization. 
These surveys are not intended to be a scientific sample of the community and may not reflect what the "actual" community wide seatbelt rate is.  However, if they are conducted in a consistent manner they can provide a useful index of change.

Guidelines for Conducting the Surveys 

· To effectively evaluate your progress, two surveys should be conducted, a pre-survey and a post-survey after media and enforcement efforts.

· Each survey should be conducted in the same way each time it is done.  Use the same personnel if possible.  Conduct the survey at the same locations, including similar direction of travel, day of the week and time of day for observations.  Record the conditions of each site so that a similar scenario can be duplicated for subsequent surveys.

· If possible, surveys should be conducted near the area where enforcement efforts will be conducted.

· Surveys should be conducted at intersections with a traffic control device to ensure that traffic will flow slowly enough to allow seatbelt use observation.

· Personnel conducting the surveys should use unmarked vehicles and do so in civilian attire.

· The surveys should be conducted for a minimum of 40 minutes at each site.
· All front seat occupants should be observed.  If you cannot clearly determine whether the occupant is using a seatbelt, simply disregard that observation. 

· Observations should be recorded on the seatbelt compliance survey tally forms provided by GTSC (next page of this file). 

· Seatbelt surveys should be attached to your BUNY grant file in eGrants under Attachments or sent as an attachment to dmv.sm.SafeNY@dmv.ny.gov 
BUCKLE UP NEW YORK SEATBELT COMPLIANCE SURVEYS

	Agency:
	

	County:
	

	Date & day of week:
	
	Begin time:
	
	End time:
	

	Observer’s name:
	

	Name of road:
	
	Road type:
	State  FORMCHECKBOX 
   County  FORMCHECKBOX 
   Town  FORMCHECKBOX 
   City  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Village  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Speed limit in survey area:
	
	Use rate of all front seat occupants:
	
	%


Survey is to include all vehicles that must comply with VTL 1229C.  Observe seatbelt use by the operator and front seat passenger.  Place a check mark "(" in the YES box for operator if the operator is wearing a seatbelt.  Place a mark in the NO box if the operator is not wearing a seatbelt.  The same instructions apply to the observation of the front seat passenger.  Survey duration is a minimum of 40 minutes.   Print or photocopy as many pages of the tally form as needed.  Please subtotal each column and provide the seat belt use rate by all front seat occupants in the box at the top of this page.  To obtain this rate, total all of the YES and all of the NO observations, and calculate the percent of seat belt use. 

SEATBELT USE
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	FRONT PASSENGER
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Column subtotals

	
	
	
	
	


· Seatbelt surveys should be uploaded to your BUNY proposal in eGrants under Attachments.
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