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EEXXEECCUUTTIIVVEE  SSUUMMMMAARRYY  
 
 

This document ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ CC¸ нллф 
(October 1, 2008-September 30, 2009) and the progress made toward the goals and objectives 
established in the FFY 2009 Highway Safety Strategic Plan (HSSP).  Since 2008 is the most recent year for 
which a complete year of crash and other traffic-related data are currently available, progress toward 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CC¸ нллф I{{t ƛǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ȅŜŀǊ 
2008.   
 

STATEWIDE HIGHWAY SAFETY PROGRAM 
 
¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ƳƻǘƻǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎΣ ǎŀǾŜ 
ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ όD¢{/ύ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ 
safety goals through its administration of the federal 402 program and the coordination of state and 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ D¢{/ Ƙŀs also been successful 
in securing incentive grant funds under the SAFETEA-LU legislation and is responsible for the integration 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 
 
For the past two decades, New York has made significant strides in highway safety, reducing motor 
vehicle fatalities by 46% between 1989 and 2008 (from 2,263 to 1,224). 
 

 
 

Status of Goals   
 
The goal set in the FFY 2009 HSSP to reduce the number of motor vehicle-related fatalities to 1,258 was 
met and exceeded based on the data for calendar year 2008 that are currently available.  After 
increasing from 1,410 to 1,433 between 2005 and 2006, fatalities decreased in 2007 (1,317) and again in 
2008 (1,224), a reduction of 15% between 2006 and 2008. Progress has been made toward reaching the 
goal for reducing the fatal crash rate to 0.85 per 100 million vehicle miles traveled (VMT); after 
remaining relatively stable between 2005 and 2006 (0.93 and 0.94, respectively) the fatal crash rate per 
100 million VMT declined to 0.89 in 2007 and 0.87 in 2008.  
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IMPAIRED DRIVING 
 
In FFY 2009, the GTSC continued to take an aggressive approach to combating impaired driving through 
ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ άCanǎ 5ƻƴΩǘ [Ŝǘ 
Fans Drink ϧ 5ǊƛǾŜέΣ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƴŜǿ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻƴ ƛƳǇŀƛǊŜŘ 
driving, and expanded training opportunities for law 
enforcement, prosecutors, judges, magistrates, and toxicologists 
on changes in the DWI laws and other important issues related 
to the arrest, prosecution, and adjudication of impaired driving cases.  In addition, the state level Task 
Force on Impaired Driving continued to identify issues and solutions and undertake new initiatives in the 
areas of general deterrence; legislation and sanctions; enforcement; prosecution; courts; probation; 
assessment, evaluation and treatment; licensing/relicensing; and research.   

 
Since the implementation of STOP-DWI in November 1981, there has been a 
decrease of 61% in the number of alcohol-related fatalities ƻƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ highways.   
While the number of fatalities has been dramatically reduced from the level prior to 
STOP-DWI (from 979 to 381), progress has stalled in recent years highlighting the 
need to re-energize efforts in the impaired driving program area. 
 

 

 
 

Status of Goals 
 
After dropping from 397 fatalities in 2006 to 373 fatalities in 2007, it appeared that fatalities in alcohol-
related crashes were on track to meet the goal of 360 set for 2009; however, the increase in fatalities to 
381 in 2008 suggests that this goal may be difficult to achieve.  Based on the data on alcohol-related 
injuries in crashes in 2008, the 2009 goal set for this measure has already been met and exceeded; in 
2008, 6,886 persons were injured in alcohol-related crashes, below the target of 7,000 that was set.   
The goal set for reducing the number of drivers under 21 years of age involved in alcohol-related fatal 
crashes, the third goal established for this program area, has been met and exceeded.  In 2008, 46 
drivers under age 21 were involved in fatal impaired driving crashes, five fewer than the target set for 
2009.  
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Status of Performance Objectives 
 

In 2008, 46,846 persons were arrested for impaired driving in the areas of the state covered by the 
TSLED system; this was a drop from the number arrested in 2007 (47,122) which indicates the goal set 
for 2009 is not likely to be met.  The use of saturation and blanket patrols increased over the past year 
as a result of the State Police Impaired Driver Identification and Underage Enforcement Program and 
other general deterrence efforts, as well as the enforcement efforts of local police agencies and county 
sheriffs.  High levels of participation in cooperative 
enforcement efforts, such as the six annual statewide 
DWI crackdown periods in conjunction with the 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ άhǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ [ƛƳƛǘΣ ¦ƴŘŜǊ !ǊǊŜǎǘέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ ŀƭǎƻ 
contributed to progress toward this objective. 
 
Progress was also demonstrated toward meeting the training objectives established in the FFY 2009 
HSSP.  Through funding provided to the New York Prosecutors Training Institute, 648 District Attorneys, 
910 police officers, 51 judges/magistrates, and 192 other professionals received training regarding 
changes in the DWI laws and other issues related to the successful arrest, prosecution, and adjudication 
of impaired driving offenders.  Standard Field Sobriety Testing (SFST) and Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) 
training and refresher courses for police officers continued, and the Advanced Recognition of Impaired 
Driving Enforcement (ARIDE) training introduced last year was offered to eight classes of law 
enforcement officers.  Training with regard to underage drinking and driving issues also continued to be 
provided under the Drug Impairment Training for Education Professionals (DITEP) program.  DITEP is 
designed to train education professionals to recognize and evaluate the abuse of drugs or alcohol in the 
school environment.  
 
 

POLICE TRAFFIC SERVICES 
 
The emphasis in the Police Traffic Services program area is on the implementation of effective strategies 
ǘƻ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƭŀǿǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǘƻǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎΦ  Lƴ 
addition to routine enforcement of these laws on a day-to-day basis, data-driven efforts that focus on 
the enforcement of specific violations, in particular speeding and aggressive driving, are supported by 
the GTSC through its Selective Traffic Enforcement Program (STEP).   
           

Providing law enforcement with the training and tools, including new technology, needed to conduct 
effective enforcement efforts is an important priority.  License plate readers and new speed 
enforcement technologies are being used in a variety of enforcement 
applications.  Examples of new speed detection technologies are dual 
antenna radar devices which make it possible to monitor traffic from two 
directions simultaneously, new generation RADAR (Radio Detection and 
Ranging) which can be used when the officer is either stationary or mobile 
and LIDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) which uses light emitting diodes to 
measure speed with pinpoint accuracy and cannot be detected by motorists.    
 
Police Traffic Services also covers enforcement efforts directed toward a 
number of other unsafe driving behaviors including distracted driving.  In 
2001, New York was the first state to ban the use of hand-held cell phones while driving and a new law 
banning texting while driving went into effect on November 1, 2009. The use of these devices, as well as  
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other behaviors that distract or take attention away from the driving task contribute to approximately 
ƻƴŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŦƛǾŜ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΦ  Lƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has selected New York as the site for a two-year 
distracted driving enforcement demonstration project beginning in FFY 2010.  The project will test the 
effectiveness of the highly successful "Click It or Ticket" enforcement model in dealing with distracted 
driving. 
 

For many years, the emphasis in the Police Traffic Services program area has been on enforcing the laws 
related to speeding and other aggressive driving actions, all of which contribute to a significant number 
of motor vehicle crashes.   Between 2004 and 2008, there was an 8% reduction overall in the number of 
police-reported fatal and personal injury crashes.  Over this time, the number of F/PI crashes where 
failure to yield the right-of-way was a contributing factor decreased by 12%, while the reductions in the 
numbers of F/PI crashes involving following too closely and unsafe speed decreased by 5% and 3%, 
respectively.  

                                                               New York State 
               Selected Contributing Factors in Fatal and Personal Injury (F/PI) Crashes 

 
 

2004 
 

2005 
 

2006 
 

2007 
 

 
2008 

Police-Reported F/PI Crashes 133,314 128,581 124,211 126,032 122,573 

Failure to Yield the Right-of-Way 21,987 20,714 

 

19,940  

 

20,214 19,406 

Following Too Closely 18,470 17,780 17,608 18,180 17,608 

Unsafe Speed 14,615 14,244 13,088 14,403 14,238 

 
 
Status of Goals 
 
Between 2006 and 2007 there were increases in the number of fatal and personal injury (F/PI) crashes 
where failure to yield the right-of-way, following too closely, and unsafe speed were contributing 
factors.  Although these increases were followed by decreases in 2008, these numbers indicate that the 
goals set for these measures in the FFY 2009 HSSP are not likely to be met and that these unsafe 
behaviors are persistent issues that must continue to be addressed.  

 
Status of Performance Objectives 
 
A total of 4,054,434 tickets were issued in 2008 compared to 
4,090,355 in 2007 indicating that the target of 4.3 million tickets 
may not be met in 2009.  Despite the decrease in overall tickets, 
there was an increase in the number of speeding tickets issued 
in 2008; approximately 746,000 tickets were issued for unsafe 
speed in 2008 compared to 731,000 in 2007, indicating that the 
goal of 750,000 speeding tickets may be reached in 2009. The 
objectives relating to the types of enforcement activities to be 
conducted and training for police officers, probation officers, 
and court personnel have all been met. 
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MOTORCYCLE SAFETY 
 
For more than a decade, the Department of Motor Vehicles has been responsible for administering and 
promoting a program of approved motorcycle rider training courses, motorcycle course instructor 
training and public awareness.  The legislatively-mandated motorcycle rider education program is 
supported through user fees and surcharges on motorcycle registrations and licenses and provides for 
the motorcycle road test to be waived for drivers who successfully complete an approved course.  In FFY 
2009, the Department of Motor Vehicles awarded a contract to the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) 
to deliver the ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ǊƛŘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀtion program through 2014. The MSF is working on 
expanding the availability and access to rider training throughout the state.   
 

To increase motorist awareness, the GTSC 
undertook a new statewide public awareness 
campaign in FFY 2009 to educate motorists about 
sharing the road with motorcycles and other 
highway users.  The campaign included billboards, 
television and radio spots and informational 
brochures.  In addition, the Lewis Henry Morgan Institute at SUNY IT in Utica developed a video to raise 
awareness among motorcyclists of the dangers of operating a motorcycle while impaired.   
 
The DMV Motorcycle Safety Program and the Motorcycle Safety Foundation publicized the rider 
education program and provided public information and educational materials to raise awareness of 
motorcycle safety at several special events during the year, including the Americade held annually in 
Lake George, the New York State Fair and the Irish Fest.   
 

Motorcycle enforcement efforts were also expanded in FFY 
2009.  For example, the New York State Police scheduled a 
series of checkpoints to coincide with major motorcycle events 
in the state, including the Americade. The primary focus was to 
check that riders were wearing legal USDOT-compliant helmets 
and that the vehicles were properly registered and insured.   
 
Several local police departments, including the Herkimer Police 
Department and the Warren County and Suffolk County 
{ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ 
enforcement efforts during the past year. 

 
Status of Goals 
 
Similar to what is happening nationwide, motorcycle 
crashes have been on a general upward trend in New 
York.  In 2007, there were 4,891 motorcycle fatal and 
personal injury crashes, up from the numbers in the 
three previous years.  Although the upward trend was 
not sustained in 2008, the number dropped by only 
2% (4,777) indicating that the goal set for 2009 is not 
likely to be met.   
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The goal of a reduction in motorcycle fatalities to 158 will 
also be difficult to meet; in 2008, 182 motorcyclists were 
killed in crashes, up from 171 in 2007.  

 

 

 
 

 
Status of Performance Objectives 
 
In FFY 2009, motorcycle safety was addressed through a number of initiatives.  Under the new contract 
for the delivery of the motorcycle rider education, a primary objective of the program continues to be 
an expansion of the availability of rider education across the state.  Currently, there are 23 public 
training sites and nine military and police sites where the motorcycle rider education program is 
conducted; the courses at almost every site are filled to capacity.   
 
During FFY 2009, the number of enforcement initiatives undertaken increased.  In addition to the 
existing motorcycle enforcement and education programs conducted by the New York State Police and 
Suffolk County, new initiatives were implemented in several other counties including Warren, Nassau 
and Herkimer.    
 

 

PEDESTRIAN, BICYCLE, AND WHEEL-SPORT SAFETY 
 
One of the primary strategies for reducing deaths and injuries among 
pedestrians, bicyclists and other wheel-sport participants is to raise 
awareness among the motoring public about the need to share the road 
ǎŀŦŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ   ¢ƘŜ ά.Ŝ {ƳŀǊǘΦ {ƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ wƻŀŘέ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
information campaign implemented in FFY 2009 addressed the need to 
share the road safely with all roadway users including pedestrians and 
bicyclists.   

 
Pedestrian safety is also promoted through a number of statewide 
and local programs, including Walk Our Children to School (WOCS); 
approximately 70 schools participated in Walk to School Day in 
October 2008.  The Walking School Bus is a group of children who 
ǿŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ άŘǊƛǾŜǊέΦ  
The Hillside Elementary School in Schenectady County has taken the 
lead in the implementation of this program in New York; more than 
25% of the children in the school participated in the program which 
was conducted one day a week for five weeks in October and May. 
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Over the past year, the New York City Department of Transportation (NYC DOT) implemented two 
innovative pedestrian safety programs for children as part of its Go Safe Go Green project.  The Young 
Artists for Street Safety is a 14-week program that teaches students about pedestrian safety.  The 
students collaborate on the design of a one-of-a-kind sign to promote street safety around their school.  
The NYC DOT has also established άaƛƭŜŀƎŜ /ƭǳōǎέ ŦƻǊ ƴƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘǎ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŦƛǾŜ 
boroughs; these clubs provide pedestrian safety education and encourage children to stay fit and active 
by walking 10,000 steps a day.   
 
Bicycle safety and promoting the use of appropriate safety 
equipment, especially properly fitted helmets, are also priorities of 
several programs.  One example of an effective program is the 
!./Ωǎ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ŎƻƴŘǳcted by the New York Coalition for 
Transportation Safety. Two of the highlights were a bicycle rodeo 
held in Westbury on Long Island and a bicycle education and 
helmet fitting/distribution event at Elmhurst Hospital in Queens.   
Another successful event was the Legislative Breakfast & Ride 
hosted by the New York Bicycling Coalition; more than 125 
Legislators and staff and other bicycle advocates participated in this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 
  

Status of Goals: Pedestrian Safety 
 
There has not been consistent progress toward reducing pedestrian fatalities to 258, the goal set for 
2009.  In 2008, the number of pedestrians killed in motor vehicle crashes increased to 302.  While this 
was an 11% increase over the previous year (272), it was below the number of fatalities in 2006 (315). 
The goal for reducing the number of pedestrian fatalities in New York City was also not met; in 2008, the 
number of pedestrians killed increased to 151 after dropping to 135 in 2007.  Consistent with previous 
years, one-half of the total pedestrian fatalities in 2008 occurred in New York City.  After the number of 
pedestrians injured in crashes statewide increased by approximately 100 in 2007 (15,472 compared to 
15,369 in 2006), the number of pedestrians injured decreased to 15,317 in 2008.  While this was below 
the number of pedestrians injured annually in 2004-2007, it appears that the goal to reduce pedestrian 
injuries to 14,140 in 2009 will be difficult to meet.  
 

       Pedestrian Fatalities and Injuries 

 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Pedestrian Fatalities 328 328 315 272 302 

Pedestrian Fatalities in NYC 155 159 156 135 151 

Pedestrians Injured 15,678 15,392 15,369 15,472 15,317 

 
Status of Goals:  Bicycle Safety 
 
In 2008, 42 bicyclists were killed compared to 50 in 2007, indicating that excellent progress has been 
made toward the goal of 40 set in the FFY 2009 HSSP.  The number of bicyclist fatalities in New York City 
has fluctuated up and down over the most recent five years, indicating that there has been no 
consistent progress toward the goal of a reduction to 17 set for 2009.  In addition, in both 2007 and 
2008, one-half of all the bicyclist fatalities occurred in New York City. The downward trend in the 
number of bicyclists injured in crashes was not sustained in 2008; 5,422 bicyclists were injured in 2008.   
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While this increase was less than one percent, it would appear that the goal of 5,050 set for 2009 will be 
difficult to meet.   

 
Bicyclist Fatalities and Injuries 

 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Bicyclist Fatalities 41 47 45 50 42 

Bicyclist Fatalities in NYC 15 21 17 25 21 

Bicyclists Injured 5,690 5,680 5,426 5,373 5,422 

 

Status of Performance Objectives 
 
The performance objectives related to providing public information and education programs on 
pedestrian and bicycle safety to the general public and specific target groups were met through a 
number of continuing programs and new initiatives.  The DOT continued its efforts to develop and 
implement engineering solutions to pedestrian safety problems, with an emphasis on intersections and 
other locations with high numbers of pedestrian crashes.  A variety of initiatives are considered and 
implemented as warranted.  Such initiatives include improvements to roadway shoulders, sidewalk and 
crosswalk configurations, striping of crosswalks, signage, traffic signal timing, and the installation of 
pedestrian countdown timers.    

 

OCCUPANT PROTECTION 
 
In May 2009, New York State celebrated the 25th ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜŀǘ ōŜƭǘ 
law.  The press conference held at the State Capitol to kick off the May 2009 seat belt mobilization 
ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘƻǳǎ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
first seat belt ticket on January 1, 1985.   
 
Based on the statewide seat belt observation 
survey conducted in 2009, New York 
continued to maintain a high rate of 
ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻŎŎǳǇŀƴǘ 
restraint law, dropping only slightly from an 
all-time high of 89% in 2008 to 88% in 2009.   

 
MuŎƘ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ 
high rate of compliance can be attributed to 
the continued implementation of high 
visibility enforcement efforts through the 
ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ .ǳŎƪƭŜ ¦Ǉ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ κClick It or Ticket 
(BUNY/CIOT) program.   
 
The participation by the majority of the stateΩǎ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ accompanying publicity 
campaigns and other public awareness activities have been the key components responsible for the 
success of the BUNY program.   
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In addition to increasing adult seat belt usage, the other major focus of 
bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ƻŎŎǳǇŀƴǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ efforts is child passenger safety (CPS).  In 
FFY 2009, the D¢{/ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ άbŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ п {ǘŜǇǎ п YƛŘǎέ ǎƭƻƎŀƴ 
in its efforts to provide education and instruction on the proper installation 
and use of child safety seats to parents and other caregivers, as well as 
educate the public on child passenger safety issues and increase the 
availability of child safety seats to low income populations.   

 
New York has been very successful in maintaining a strong pool of certified CPS technicians.  In FFY 2009, 
17 CPS Technician training classes were conducted across the state and 241 new technicians were 
certified.  New York now has 1,444 technicians and 69 
instructors.  During the year, 320 child safety seat check events 
were conducted in 48 counties; approximately 6,400 seats were 
inspected and over 2,500 seats were replaced or given away.   
 
The GTSC awarded mini grants to support the operation of 199 
permanent fitting stations in New York State; nearly 19,000 
inspections were conducted at these fitting stations and over 
6,300 seats were distributed to families with young children.  
The GTSC also funded 54 child safety seat distribution programs 
for low-income families in 46 counties, including the five 
boroughs of New York City; approximately 6,200 seats were 
distributed through these programs. 

 
Status of Goal 

The goal to increase the statewide seat belt compliance rate above the level reached in 2008 was not 
met.  In the statewide observation survey conducted in conjunction with the May 2009 seat belt 
enfoǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƳƻōƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ǳǎŀƎŜ ǊŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ уу҈Σ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ōŜƭƻǿ 
the level reached in 2008 and two percentage points short of the goal of 90%. 
 

Status of Performance Objectives 

In FFY 2009, comprehensive efforts to increase knowledge and awareness of the importance of 
occupant restraint use and other issues specifically related to the transportation of children continued.  
In addition, one-on-one instruction in the correct installation and use of child safety seats continued to 
be provided by trained technicians at special check events and fitting stations throughout the state. 

 
Teens and other young drivers have been the focus of a number of new initiatives by the GTSC, the 
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV), the Department of Health (DOH) and several other agencies.  
These programs are working to improve the safety of young drivers, including increasing the use of seat 
belts among this high risk group.  Integrating the use of the driving simulator into existing School 
Resource OfŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ ό{whǎύ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ 
educational efforts among this at-risk teenage population.  
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COMMUNITY TRAFFIC SAFETY PROGRAMS 
 
In FFY 2009, the GTSC funded Community Traffic Safety Programs that dealt 
with a wide range of topics from drowsy driving to slow-moving vehicles.   

 
Several programs focused on education and 
outreach efforts with special populations of roadway uses including older 
drivers, young drivers, veterans returning from active duty and diverse 
populations, such as Native Americans and refugees.   
 
 

A number of projects focused on teen drivers and passengers.  For 
example, Orange and Ulster County have partnered to develop a 
program that will involve parents and teens in a number of 
activities and learning experiences intended to encourage safe 
practices such as seat belt use by teen drivers and passengers in 
motor vehicles.   
 
! άǘƻƻƭ ƪƛǘέ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŦƻǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǘƻ 
help these law enforcement officers in their educational efforts 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŜƴǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ b¸{ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ .ƻŀǊŘǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŦǘƘ ά{ŀǾŜ ¸ƻǳǊ CǊƛŜƴŘ 
hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊǿŀǾŜǎέ t{! ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜǎ ǘŜŜƴǎ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǊŀŘƛƻ t{!ǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
speeding, seat belt use, impaired driving and drowsy driving.  The winning PSAs are sent to major radio 
stations to be aired across the state. 
 
The Traffic Safety Board Association also conducts several 
outreach efforts to educate and raise awareness of traffic safety 
isǎǳŜǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ 
events this year was the Refugee Day Celebration held in Utica.   
The event included instruction in the installation of child 
passenger seats, demonstrations of the seat belt Convincer and 
bicycle safety training for children.    
 
 

 
 
 
Other outreach events were conducted for the Latino 
population in the Newburgh area and the Native American 
nations in the Buffalo region. 
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TRAFFIC RECORDS 
 
In FFY 2009, the projects funded in this area focused primarily on improving the timeliness, accuracy, 
and availability of traffic safety-related data ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŎǊŀǎƘ, citation/adjudication, 
driver, injury surveillance, and roadway records systems.   In addition, initiatives were undertaken to 
improve the data linkages among agencies that use traffic records systems for the purposes of problem 
identification and the development, management, and evaluation of safety programs.  The many 
initiatives conducted in FFY 2009 were undertaken by agencies at the state and local levels, including the 
GTSC, the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV), the Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), the 
Department of Health (DOH), the State Police, and the Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs).   
 
The Traffic Records Coordinating Council (TRCC) continued to provide assistance with the coordination 
ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ  !ǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ D¢{/Σ ŀ ǎǘŀŦŦ 
member from the Institute for Traffic Safety Management and Research (ITSMR) is the Traffic Safety 
Information Systems (TSIS) Coordinator for New York State.   ITSMR also continued to be responsible for 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΥ  ǘƘŜ 
Highway SafŜǘȅ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴ όI{{tύΤ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ±ŜƘƛŎƭŜ {ŀŦŜǘȅ tƭŀƴ ό/±{tύΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP). 
 
Status of Goals 
 
New York was successful in attaining the four goals established for 2009.  A number of initiatives were 
implemented to improve ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ Řŀǘŀ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣ ǘƘŜ !ccident Information 
System (AIS), Traffic Safety Law Enforcement and Disposition (TSLED) system and the Administration 
Adjudication system in FFY 2009.  Through the joint efforts of the DMV and the continuing 
implementation of TraCS across the state, the timeliness of crash, citation and disposition data has 
greatly improved.  Between January and November 2009, approximately 1.8 million tickets and 168,000 
crash reports were submitted to DMV via TraCS.  Approximately 1.8 million tickets and 125,000 crash 
reports were submitted through TraCS during a comparable time period in 2008.  
 

In FFY 2009, with assistance from the TRCC membership, ITSMR and the GTSC updated the 2008 
Inventory of Traffic Safety Information Systems and the 2006-2009 NYS Traffic Safety Information 
Systems Strategic Plan.  The findings from the inventory update were used in updating the strategic 
plan.  The updated inventory and updated strategic plan became integral parts ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ-
year application for traffic records funding under Section 408 of SAFETEA-LU.  Submitted in June 2009, 
the grant application was approved in September and New York was awarded approximately $1.3 
million.       

 
Status of Performance Objectives 
 
The key accomplishments that demonstrate progress in meeting the performance objectives established 
in the FFY 2009 HSSP include the following: 

 
Accidents Records System (AIS) 

? As of December 1, 2009, approximately one-half of the accidents reported by the police are 
being sent to the DMV electronically.   
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? NYSDOT continued an effort to process non-ǊŜǇƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŎǊŀǎƘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ {La{Σ b¸{5h¢Ωǎ 
accident database.  As of December 2009, entry of the non-reportable crash reports for 2005 
has been completed; about 90% of the 2006, 40% of the 2007, and 35% of the 2008 non-
reportable crash reports have been entered.   

 

Ticket Records Systems (TSLED and Administrative Adjudication) 

? Approximately 2.4 million tickets are issued annually by the police agencies under the TSLED 
system.  As of December 1, 2009, approximately 76 % of these tickets are being reported to the 
DMV electronically.   

? Between January 1 and November 30, 2009, approximately 47,000 tickets out of the 1.3 million 
tickets issued under the Administrative Adjudication ticket system were issued electronically.  
This number is not expected to increase substantially until the New York City Police Department 
has the capability to submit tickets electronically. 

? As of December 1, 2009, more than 950 of ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ мΣплл ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŝ-disposition 
process.   

 

 Driver License Record System 

? As of December 1, 2009, more than 1,250 courts have the capability to pull down information 
ƻƴ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŦƛƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ǘƘǊough the Judicial Online 
Information System (JOIN), up from 1,100 courts at the end of 2008.   

? During FFY 2009, the DMV completed its reengineering of the Article 19-A data system. 
Designed to capture bus driver and motor carrier information, the system is used in regulating 
who can drive a bus and monitoring their driving performance.  The new system is available to 
19-A carriers through a password-protected website. 
 

 Injury Surveillance Information Systems 

? Through its CODES database, the DOH Bureau of Injury Prevention continues to expand its 
capabilities to integrate crash data with hospital discharge, emergency department and 
emergency medical services data.  During FFY 2009, the data for these various files were linked 
for 2007.   

? The DOH Bureau of EMS implemented a multi-year project with Section 408 funding to develop 
a new PCR system.   

 

 Roadway Data Systems 

? A three year effort was started during FFY 2009 to significantly expand the collection of traffic 
volume data on the local highway system.  In addition, new technology is being used to improve 
and enhance querying/reporting capabilities and linkage protocols are being developed for a 
number of data systems maintained by NYSDOT.   
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PROGRAM MANAGEMENT 
 
¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ όD¢SC) is responsible for the coordination and implementation 
ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) 402 program, as well as incentive grants awarded under SAFETEA-LU.  Within this framework, 
the GTSC works with its partners and networks to identify highway safety problems in New York State 
and collectively develop strategies and programs to address these areas of concern.  In FFY 2009, 403 
new projects and 351 continuation projects were awarded, for a 
total of 754 grants. 
 
In FFY 2009, the GTSC began implementation of eGrants, an online 
grant application and management system.  Starting with the FFY 
2010 grant proposals, all applications were accepted only through 
the eGrants system.  Six training sessions were held around the 
state for grantees prior to the May 15 application deadline.   
 
¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ D¢{/Ωǎ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜ .ǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘŜǊǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ όb¸{.!ύΣ 
non-commercial sustaining announcements (NCSAs) continued to be used to disseminate key traffic 
safety messages.   The messages used in the public awareness campaigns implemented this year 
included:  ά5ǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 5ǊƛǾƛƴƎ bƻǘ ŀƴ hǇǘƛƻƴέΤ ά.Ŝ {ƳŀǊǘΦ {ƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ wƻŀŘέΤ ŀƴŘ ά{ǘƻǇ {ǇŜŜŘƛƴƎ .ŜŦƻǊŜ 
Lǘ {ǘƻǇǎ ¸ƻǳέΦ  

 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

The campaigns included radio and television spots.   In addition, 
the messages were posted on 550 traditional and variable display 
digital billboards across the state.   

 
The GTSC also conducted public information and education outreach activities in conjunction with the 
Department of Motor Vehicles Division of Field Investigation, the New York State STOP-DWI Association, 
the New York Bicycling Coalition, the New York State Association of Traffic Safety Boards, the New York 
State Police and other state and local partners.  These outreach activities were conducted across the 
state at sporting venues, fairs and a variety of community events. 

 
The GTSC continued to use its www.SafeNY.com website to disseminate traffic safety information to the 
general public, provide grant-related materials and forms and serve as a portal for its new online grant 
application and management system, eGrants.  The annual call for grant proposals was posted online, as 
were the annual Highway Safety Strategic Plan, the Annual Report, the GTSC άSafety Mattersέ 
Newsletter and the statistical summaries that are prepared by the Institute for Traffic Safety 
Management and Research.  The website is also used by police agencies to report BUNY wave 
enforcement activity and Operation Safe Stop enforcement activity.  During FFY 2009, the SafeNY.com 
site hosted 11,785,294 visitors.  


