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NEW YORK STATE  
FFY 2013  HIGHWAY SAFETY ANNUAL REPORT 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
This Annual Report ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ Highway Safety Program in FFY 
2013 (October 1, 2012-September 30, 2013) and the progress made toward the targets established in 
the FFY 2013 Highway Safety Strategic Plan (HSSP).  bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ CC¸ нлмо I{{t incorporated the 10 core 
outcome measures and the one core behavioral measure, observed seat belt use, recommended by the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) to assess performance and measure the 
progress of the highway safety program.  FARS is the data source for the core fatality measures, New 
¸ƻǊƪΩǎ !ŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ό!L{ύ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƴƧǳǊȅ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
annual statewide seat belt surveys is the source for the data on observed seat belt use. 
 

STATEWIDE HIGHWAY SAFETY PROGRAM 
 
¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ƳƻǘƻǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎΣ ǎŀǾŜ 
ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅǎΦ  Targets 
are set for reductions in the core measures of fatalities and serious injuries in traffic crashes; the overall, 
urban and rural fatality rates per 100 million vehicle miles traveled (VMT); and the number of drivers 
under age 21 involved in fatal crashes.   
 

Status of Performance Measures  
 
Based on the newly released 2012 FARS data, motor vehicle fatalities in New York continued on a 
downward trend decreasing from 1,171 in 2011 to 1,168 in 2012.  While positive progress has been 
made since the increase in fatalities in 2010, the goal of lowering the number of fatalities to 1,127 by 
December 31, 2013 may be difficult to achieve. 
 
After declining between 2009 and 2011, serious injuries in motor vehicle crashes increased slightly to 
12,163 in 2012.  Because the reduction target set for December 31, 2013 was based on a preliminary 
2011 number (11,048) and the downward trend in serious injuries did not continue in 2012, a reduction 
to the target of 10,606 by the end of the 2013 calendar year will be difficult to achieve.     
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The fatality rate per 100 million vehicle miles traveled reflected the pattern in motor vehicle fatalities.  
After being on a consistent downward trend between 2007 and 2009, the fatality rate increased to 0.92 
in 2010 and remained at that level in 2011.  As a result, the goal of reducing the fatality rate to 0.88 by 
the end of 2013 is not likely to be met.  Increases in the urban fatality rate in 2010 and 2011 were 
responsible for the lack of progress in reducing the overall fatality rate.  While the rural fatality rate has 
been on a consistent downward trend since 2007, the urban fatality rate increased from 0.57 in 2009 to 
0.67 in 2011.  FARS data for 2012 are not yet available to update these measures. 
 

 
 

 

 

The final core outcome measure in this section 
relates to the involvement of young drivers in fatal 
crashes.  The downward trend in the number of 
drivers under age 21 involved in fatal crashes 
ended in 2011.     
 
Between 2011 and 2012, the number of young 
drivers involved in fatal crashes increased by 10 to 
138.  This reversal in the trend will make the 
target of 130 set for December 31, 2013 more 
difficult to reach.     
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IMPAIRED DRIVING PROGRAM 
 
Over the five-year period, 2008-2012, the 
ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩs crash fatalities that were 
alcohol-related ranged from 27% to 30%.  Based on 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƭƻǿ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ 
involvement, New York qualified for 405d grant 
funds as a low-range state in FFY 2013. 
 
In FFY 2013, New York continued its aggressive 
approach to combating impaired driving.  Using the 
ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ {¢ht-DWI programs, 
GTSC maximized the opportunities for cooperative 
efforts such as statewide enforcement mobilizations in conjunction with national crackdowns and during 
holiday periods throughout the year.    
 
Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ 
comprehensive impaired driving program continued to include statewide public information campaigns, 
training programs, multi-agency advisory groups and research studies.  The GTSC also provided funding 
to support and enhance state agency programs.  For example, the NYS Division of Criminal Justice 
Services Office of Probation and Correctional Alternatives (OPCA) received grant funds to support the 
ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ƻǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƭƻŎƪ 
ǎŀƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ōȅ [ŜŀƴŘǊŀΩǎ [ŀǿ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмлΦ  bŜǿ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ нлмо ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ 
number of provisions to strengtheƴ [ŜŀƴŘǊŀΩǎ [ŀǿ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƭƻŎƪ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  
 

Status of Performance Measures 
 
Over the five-year period, 2008-2012, alcohol-impaired driving fatalities fluctuated up and down; based 
on the most recent FARS data, there were 344 alcohol-impaired driving fatalities in 2012, up from 328 in 
2011. Although no progress was made in 2012, it may still be possible to reach the target of 326 set for 
December 31, 2013.     
 
.ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ Řŀǘŀ ŦǊƻƳ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ !L{Σ ǘƘŜ number of persons injured in alcohol-related crashes increased 
to 6,303 in 2012, up 3% from 2011.  The goal to reduce alcohol-related injuries by 5% in the FFY 2013 
HSSP was set based on preliminary 2011 data.  When the 2011 AIS data file was finalized, the number of 
alcohol-related injuries increased from 5,447 to 6,121.  As a result, the target of reducing injuries to 
5,175 was overly ambitious and will be very challenging to achieve by December 31, 2013.     
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POLICE TRAFFIC SERVICES 
 

The Police Traffic Services program consists of the cooperative efforts of police agencies across New 
York State to reduce crashes, personal injuries and fatalities through enforcement of ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ Vehicle 
and Traffic laws.  Reductions in the grant funding available to support enforcement and other traffic 
safety programs has contributed to a 12% decrease in the total number of tickets issued between 2010 
and 2012 (from approximately 4,027,000 to 3,549,000). The decrease in the highway safety funding 
highlights the importance of an evidence-based traffic safety enforcement program that focuses in areas 
at the highest risk for fatal and personal injury crashes.  ¢ƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ 
statewide enforcement plan, projects are continuously monitored by GTSC program staff and Law 
Enforcement Liaisons and adjustments are made as warranted.   
 
The emphasis in the Police Traffic Services program area is on the implementation of effective strategies 
ǘƻ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƭŀǿǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǘƻǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎΦ  Lƴ 
addition to routine enforcement, data-driven efforts that focus on the enforcement of specific 
violations, in particular speeding and aggressive driving, are supported by the GTSC through its Selective 
Traffic Enforcement Program (STEP).   
 
Other unsafe driving behaviors, including distracted driving, and in 
particular texting, also continued to receive attention in FFY 2013.    
Between 2010 and 2012, the number of tickets issued in the state for 
texting violations increased from approximately 3,200 to more than 
30,000.  In September 2013, Governor Cuomo announced the 
ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ фм ά¢ŜȄǘƛƴƎ ½ƻƴŜǎέ ŀǘ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǘ ǎǘƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ 
areas along the New York State Thruway and other major highways.  
Approximately 300 signs have been posted to raise awareness and 
encourage motorists to pull into these sites to use their mobile devices.   
  
Recognition of the dangers of texting while driving also led to several legislative changes to increase the 
ǎŜǾŜǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƴŀƭǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŜǎ ƛƳǇƻǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜȄǘƛƴƎ ƭaws.  
Beginning June 1, 2013, drivers convicted of using a hand-held electronic device while their vehicle is in 
motion receive five points on their license and drivers with probationary or junior licenses are subject to 
other license penalties.  In addition, effective July 26, 2013, the fines for cell phone and texting 
violations increased from $50 to $150 for a first offense, $200 for a second offense and $400 for a third 
offense within 18 months.    
 
 

Status of Performance Measure 
 
The downward trend in speeding-related fatalities 
between 2008 and 2011 did not continue in 2012.  
In 2012, fatalities in speed-related crashes increased to 
360, an increase of 28 over the previous year.  Because 
of this increase in 2012, it is likely that the reduction 
target of 318 set for December 31, 2013 will not be 
reached.   
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MOTORCYCLE SAFETY 
 
The continuing upward trend in the number of registered motorcycles and motorcycle licenses in New 
York State highlights the need for an effective Motorcycle Safety Program (MSP) to address safety issues 
on the roadways.  Between 2008 and 2012, there was a 5% increase in registered motorcycles (from 
328,800 to 345,409) and an 8% increase in motorcycle licenses (from 636,517 to 689,266). 

 
For more than a decade, the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) has been responsible for 
administering and promoting a program of approved motorcycle rider training courses, motorcycle 
course instructor training and public awareness.  The legislatively-mandated motorcycle rider education 
program is supported through user fees and surcharges on motorcycle registrations and licenses and 
provides for the motorcycle road test to be waived for drivers who successfully complete an approved 
course.  In FFY 2009, DMV awarded a contract to the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) to deliver the 
ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ǊƛŘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ May 2014.  Since taking over responsibility for the 
program, the MSF has expanded the network of training ranges from 23 to a high of 57, offering rider 
education at more locations across the state than ever before.  As a 
result of this greater accessibility, the number of students trained 
annually increased from 13,500 in 2009 to 20,000 in 2012.   
 
To ensure that a comprehensive approach is taken to improving 
motorcycle safety, the GTSC has provided support for police officer 
training, motorcycle road checks and other enforcement strategies, 
statewide awareness campaigns and numerous educational 
activities for both motorcyclists and other motorists on the 
roadways. 
 

Status of Performance Measures 
 
Motorcyclist fatalities continued to fluctuate up and down through 2011 and then remained steady at 
170 in 2011 and 2012. Since no further progress was made between 2011 and 2012, the reduction 
target of 157 set for December 31, 2013 may be difficult to reach. The downward trend in the number of 
unhelmeted motorcyclist fatalities ended in 2011; in 2012, 15 unhelmeted motorcyclists died in crashes, 
up from 11 in 2011.  Despite this increase, the target of 14 set for the end of calendar year 2013 should 
still be achievable.   
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PEDESTRIAN, BICYCLE AND WHEEL-SPORT SAFETY 
 

The safety of pedestrians, bicyclists and other 
wheel-sport participants continues to be a priority 
ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  hŦ 
foremost concern is the proportion of pedestrians 
ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ŦŀǘŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ 
motor vehicle fatalities were on a general 
downward trend between 2008 and 2012, 
pedestrian fatalities continued to account for one-
ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŦŀǘŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅǎΦ   
 
In FFY 2013, New York continued to address traffic 
safety issues in this program area through 
collaborative initiatives.  One example is the Central Avenue Corridor pedestrian safety project; through 
a cooperative effort involving local, state and federal agencies, a comprehensive program of 
educational, enforcement and engineering solutions was implemented along a 15-mile corridor of 
Central Avenue in Albany County to reduce pedestrian crashes in this high-risk area. 
 
Because of the large proportions of pedestrian and bicyclist fatalities that occur in New York City, the 
New York City Department of Transportation (NYCDOT) has developed and implemented several 
innovative educational programs to improve the safety of pedestrians of all ages.  These include 
interactive programs for school age children, such as CSI (City Street Investigators) for grades 4-6 and 
Stop Think Act for grades 6-8, where students learn to identify, analyze and develop solutions for safety 
issues around their schools and in their neighborhoods.  Programs that focus on improving the safety of 
older adults include Safe Streets for Seniors and Walking Wisely workshops. 
 
 

 Status of Performance Measures  
 

Based on FARS data, the trend in pedestrian fatalities 
fluctuated up and down between 2008 and 2012.   
In 2012, pedestrian fatalities increased by 10 over the 
previous year (297 vs. 287 in 2011).  While no progress 
was made toward the target set for 2013, given the 
inconsistent pattern over time, a reduction in pedestrian 
fatalities to 288 may still be achievable. 

 
 
 
 

 
bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ AIS crash file indicates that bicyclist 
fatalities dropped from 57 in 2011 to 45 in 2012 
showing progress toward the target of 37 set for the 
end of calendar year 2013.    
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OCCUPANT PROTECTION 
 
In 2013, motorists in New York State continued to demonstrate a high level of seat 
belt compliance with a usage rate of 91% measured in the most recent annual 
survey.  aǳŎƘ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ Ŏŀƴ 
be attributed to the continued implementation of high visibility enforcement 
ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ .ǳŎƪƭŜ ¦Ǉ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪκ/ƭƛŎƪ Lǘ ƻǊ ¢ƛŎƪŜǘ ό.¦b¸κ/Lh¢ύ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƭŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ 
publicity campaigns and other public awareness activities have been the key components contributing 
to the achievements of the BUNY program.  The highlight of the BUNY/CIOT program each year is the 
ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƭŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴal seat belt enforcement 
mobilization in May. 
 

In addition to increasing adult seat belt usage, the other major focus 
ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ƻŎŎǳǇŀƴǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ 
(CPS).  In FFY 2013, GTSC awarded 194 CPS mini-grants to support 
child restraint inspection stations, provide awareness training classes, 
conduct seat check events and operate child safety seat distribution 
programs.  Support was also provided for CPS technician training and 
recertification classes. 
 

¢ƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ άYƴƻǿ ŦƻǊ {ǳǊŜέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ message was used in statewide efforts to educate parents and 
other caregivers on the importance of using the most appropriate type of child safety seat based on the 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎƛȊŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘ tŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ²ŜŜƪ ŎŜƭebrated September 15-21, 
2013. 
 

Status of Performance Measures 
 
²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ǎŜŀǘ ōŜƭǘ ǳǎŜ ǊŀǘŜ ǘƻ фн҈ ōȅ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ омΣ нлмо ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ 
achieved, the use rate in New York has been at 90% or above since 2010.  In 2013, the use rate returned 
to 91% after dropping slightly to 90% in 2012. 
 
The downward trend in the number of unrestrained passenger vehicle occupants killed in crashes ended 
in 2012 when the number increased for the first time in four years.  In 2012, 204 unbelted occupants of 
passenger vehicles were killed in crashes compared to 187 the previous year indicating that the 
reduction target of 182 may be difficult to reach by the end of calendar year 2013.   
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COMMUNITY TRAFFIC SAFETY PROGRAMS 
 
Community Traffic Safety Programs include projects undertaken by local jurisdictions to address their 
traffic safety problems and statewide initiatives to enhance local programs.  The programs funded under 
this area encompass strategies from several traffic safety program areas and contribute to the 
ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ Ǝoals and objectives.   
 
Some of the strategies and outreach efforts that counties are encouraged 
to integrate into their local programs stem from state level initiatives 
focusing on specific issues such as drowsy driving, or special groups such as 
younger drivers, older drivers, children and veterans.   
 
Teen driving safety continues to be a priority and several programs and 
activities were undertaken in FFY 2013 to address this high-risk group.  
New York was one of ten states selected by the National Safety Council to 
receive a grant to fund a Teen Safe Driving Coalition through the Allstate Foundation.  The primary focus 
has been on increasing awareness and promoting safe driving habits through the Teen Crashes GTG (Got 
to Go) program which culminates in National Youth Traffic Safety Month in May.  Another group, the 
New York Partnership for Teen Driving Safety, developed and coordinated a teen-focused safety belt 
promotion campaign with the ǎƭƻƎŀƴ ά/ƭƛŎƪ ƛǘ CǊƻƴǘ ϧ .ŀŎƪ ¢ƻƻΗέ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘe annual 
weekly observance of National Teen Driver Safety Week in October.   
 

In FFY 2013, the Driver Education Research and Innovation Center 
(DERIC), which is charged with developing driver education curricula 
for young drivers, completed its first module on distracted driving.  
Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) of Saratoga County also addressed 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ōȅ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ŀ άǘŜȄǘƛƴƎ ǎƛƳǳƭŀǘƻǊέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
activities offered during its three-day educational program for high 
school students.  In addition, the GTSC also continued to expand its 

popular distracted driving victim advocate program featuring nationally-recognized Jacy Good who was 
severely injured in a crash caused by a young driver talking on a cell phone.   
 
The GTSC also provided support for programs that address older driver safety.  In FFY 2013, the NYS 
Office for the Aging and the NYS Department of Health expanded their outreach services for older 
drivers and their families into additional counties.  The CarFit program also continued to be supported. 
 
The dangers of driving while drowsy or fatigued also continued to be 
ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜŘΦ  Lƴ CC¸ нлмоΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ 5Ǌƻǿǎȅ 5ǊƛǾƛƴƎ 
organized press events in conjunction with National Drowsy Driving 
Prevention Week in November and National Sleep Awareness Week in 
March to raise public awareness.  The latest technological advances that 
help alert drivers to the signs of drowsiness were demonstrated at the 
press event in March by a representative from the NYS Automobile 
Dealers Association.  
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TRAFFIC RECORDS 
 
bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀnce-based program 
planning processes used by ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ traffic safety agencies and organizations to develop and 
implement traffic safety initiatives.  The many Traffic Records initiatives conducted in FFY 2013 were 
undertaken by agencies at the state and local levels.  
 
In FFY 2013, the projects funded in this area focused on improving the timeliness, accuracy and 
availability of traffic safety-ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ Řŀǘŀ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ crash, citation/adjudication, driver, 
injury surveillance, vehicle, and roadway records systems.  The number of enforcement agencies 
collecting and transmitting crash and/or ticket data to DMV electronically continued to increase in FFY 
2013 (from 435 in October 2012 to more than 450 in October 2013).  Approximately 85 percent of the 
TSLED citations and 60 percent of the reportable crashes submitted by the police are currently being 
sent to the DMV electronically.  In addition, more than 1,250 ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ мΣплл ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŝ-
disposition process to report dispositions electronically to the DMV. 
 
The Institute for Traffic Safety Management and Research (ITSMR) plays a ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
Traffic Records program.  In FFY 2013, ITSMR performed a wide range of services and activities including 
serving as the Traffic Safety Information Systems (TSIS) Coordinator; preparing the 2013 NYS Inventory 
of Traffic Safety Information Systems and the FFY 2014 Update to the Traffic Safety Information Systems 
Strategic Plan: 2012-2015; preparing the FFY 2013 and FFY 2014 applications for Section 405c incentive 
funds; verifying the AIS crash data file; responding to requests for daǘŀ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŎǊŀǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ 
ŦƛƭŜǎΤ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ Řŀǘŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛŜǎΤ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ 
planning documents.   

 
Status of Performance Measures 
 
The targets established for the Traffic Records program area in the FFY 2013 Highway Safety Strategic 
Plan related to the more timely and accurate capture of crash data and data related to the issuance and 
disposition of tickets through electronic means.  New York did not make progress in improving the 
timeliness of crash reporting; the mean number of days from the date a crash occurs to the date the 
crash report is entered into the AIS (Accident Information System) database increased from  33 days in 
2011 (July-Dec) to 49 days in 2012 (July-Dec).  The lack of improvement in the crash measure is largely 
the result of changes in the AIS workflow protocols and procedures which created temporary backlogs in 
the processing of crash reports.  Although it is expected that the mean number of days will drop again in 
2013, it is highly unlikely that it will drop to 29 days, the target set for FFY 2013 (July-Dec).   
 
The previous downward trends in the citation/adjudication performance measures were not sustained 
making the targets that were set for 2013 difficult to reach.  The mean number of days from citation 
date to the date the citation is entered into the TSLED database increased from 15 days in 2011 (July-
Dec) to 17 days in 2012 (July-Dec).  The improvement that occurred in the third measure, the mean 
number of days from the disposition date of a charge to the date the disposition is entered into TSLED 
(29.10 in 2012 vs. 30.37 days in 2011), does not represent sufficient progress to reach the target of 23 
days that was set for FFY 2013.  The lack of progress in these citation performance measures can be 
attributed in large part to a reduction in the staff resources involved in the manual data entry processes.  
However, progress has already been observed in 2013, and it is expected that the continuation of the 
TraCS Electronic Crash and Ticketing System project in FFY 2014 will have a positive effect on both of 
these measures, reducing them below the 2012 levels.    
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PROGRAM MANAGEMENT 
 
¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ όD¢{/ύ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 402 program.  In FFY 2013, New York was also 
successful in qualifying for Section 405 National Priority Safety Program funds in Occupant Protection 
(405b), Traffic Records (405c) and Impaired Driving (405d).  Within this framework, the GTSC works with 
its partners and networks to identify highway safety problems in New York State and collectively 
develop strategies and programs to address these areas of concern. 

 
The GTSC coordinates statewide public information and education campaigns to educate the public on 
new and continuing traffic safety issues and raise awareness of the responsibilities of all highway users 
to ensure their own safety and the safety of others on the roadway.  In FFY 2013, the DMV and the GTSC 
continued the implementation of successful public information and education campaigns across a 

variety of media platforms emphasizing messages related to impaired 
driving, occupant protection, speed and the need to safely share the road 
with a variety of users.  Several media outlets and partners were involved in 
the production of these messages which were made available on television, 
radio, billboards and the www.safeny.ny.gov website.  Printed materials 
were also prepared and distributed to support the campaigns.  A partnership 
was established with the Cable Telecommunications Association which 
provided GTSC with access to a new market for the dissemination of safety 
messaging.  Ads were run on cable channels targeting the 18-34 male 
demographic; social media including web 
άǇǳǎƘŘƻǿƴǎέ ŀƴŘ άǎƭƛŘŜǊǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜŘΦ 

 
¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ D¢{/Ωǎ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜ .ǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘŜǊǎΩ 
Association (NYSBA), non-commercial sustaining announcements (NCSAs) on 
radio and television continued to be used to disseminate key traffic safety 
messages including ά5ǊƛǾŜ {ƻōŜǊ ƻǊ DŜǘ tǳƭƭŜŘ hǾŜǊέ ŀƴŘ ά5ǊǳƎƎŜŘ 5ǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǎ 
LƳǇŀƛǊŜŘ 5ǊƛǾƛƴƎέΦ   
 
In FFY 2013, the GTSC continued to support training and other professional development opportunities 
for its staff and highway safety partners.  The GTSC played an important role in the planning and delivery 
of several symposia, training and educational programs.  These included the annual New York State 
Highway Safety Symposium; the New York Association for Pupil Transportation annual conference; the 
New York State Truck Safety and Educational Symposium; training for prosecutors, judges, law 
enforcement and other groups related to impaired driving issues; motorcycle and pedestrian 
enforcement training; and child passenger safety technician training.    
 
!ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ƴŜǿ DǊŀƴǘǎ DŀǘŜǿŀȅ ƻƴ aŀȅ мрΣ нлмоΣ D¢{/ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ 
modifying its current grants management system and procedures to comply with the requirements of 
the new ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ  Lƴ CC¸ нлмоΣ D¢{/Ωǎ available grant opportunities for Not-For-Profit organizations were 
posted in the new Grants Gateway Portal.  In FFY 2014, the Grants Gateway will be expanded to 
accommodate the full lifecycle of the grant from application and award, to contract development and 
execution, to financial claiming and program reporting. 
 

  

http://www.safeny.ny.gov/


2013 Highway Safety Annual Report Executive Summary - xi 

Status of Program Management Goals 
 

¢ƘŜ D¢{/ ǿŀǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ плн ŀƴŘ 
incentive grant programs presented in the FFY 2013 Highway Safety Strategic Plan. The performance 
targets related to identifying traffic safety problems and setting goals and priorities, providing guidance 
in improving traffic safety, and developing and maintaining policies regarding the operation of the 
ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƳŜǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ D¢{/Ωǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ 
performance-based planning approach for the statewide highway safety program.   
 
Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
traffic safety priorities, the GTSC continued to promote enhanced communication and coordination 
among GTSC agencies resulting in many important initiatives.  For example, GTSC agencies are moving 
ŀƘŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ά5ŀǘŀ LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘέ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǊŀƴƎŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘΣ ƳƻŘŜǊƴΣ 
cost-efficient, accessible repository of crash-related data for all New York State agencies and traffic 
safety partners to meet operating needs, improve safety and reduce fatal and serious injury crashes in 
New York State.    
 
The GTSC also continued to expand the use of technology to disseminate information and enhance 
communication to improve highway safety.  In addition to posting call letters for grant proposals 
electronically and communicating with grantees electronically via the e-grant system, the GTSC has 
funded a grant to transform the current Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) evaluation log from a paper 
system to an electronic query-ready database using tablet computers. 
 
The GTSC also met its goal to expand training opportunities for traffic safety professionals in New York 
by supporting the expansion of various training programs to cover new topics and address the needs of 
new audiences.  Training initiatives in FFY 2013 included training 
on the Data Driven Approaches to Crime and Traffic Safety 
(DDACTS) policing strategy and training sessions on DWI laws and 
other topics for prosecutors, judges, and law enforcement officers.  
In addition, the GTSC continued to provide Drug Recognition (DRE) 
and Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving Enforcement (ARIDE) 
training to law enforcement officers.  GTSC staff also continued to 
partner with the State Police and local agencies to deliver the Practical Guidelines for Motorcycle 
Enforcement Training and Pedestrian Safety Training for police officers in 2013.   
 
The integration of evaluation into the statewide highway safety program has been an ongoing process.  
¢ƘŜ D¢{/Ωǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ wŜǎearch (ITSMR) ensures 
rigorous evaluations of major projects, thus providing for the effective and economical operation of the 
Highway Safety Program.  The GTSC continues to include performance measures in the HSSP for use in 
assessing progress toward the targets established for the statewide program.  There has also been 
steady improvement in the incorporation of performance measures and evaluation components into the 
applications submitted by local grantees.  The use of performance measures by local grantees has been 
ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ D¢{/Ωǎ ǊŜƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǉǳŀƴǘƛŦƛŀōƭŜ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ƛƴ ŀǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƎǊŀƴǘǎΦ  
 
In FFY 2013, eGrants was used exclusively for all aspects of the grants management process.  A total of 
859 applications for FFY 2013 funding were received and reviewed electronically.  Of those proposals 
submitted, 771 were approved.  The GTSC completed the review of the FFY 2014 proposals by mid-
October. 
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FFY 2013  NEW YORK STATE HIGHWAY SAFETY PROGRAM 
 
This Annual Report ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ  
FFY 2013 (October 1, 2012-September 30, 2013) and the progress made toward the performance targets 
established in the FFY 2013 Highway Safety Strategic Plan (HSSP).  ¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ 
/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ όD¢{/ύ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ targets through its 
administration of the federal 402 program and the coordination of state and local initiatives directed 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΦ  In FFY 2013, New York qualified for Section 405 National 
Priority Safety Program funds in Occupant Protection (405b), Traffic Records (405c) and Impaired Driving 
(405d).  These grant funds are also administered by the GTSC.   

 

KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN FFY 2013  
 
× In 2013, seat belt use was measured at 91.09%, the highest statewide use rate to date for New 

York State. 

× bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ aƻǘƻǊ ±ŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ D¢{/ /ƘŀƛǊ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ 
Commissioner Regulations designed to keep drivers with a history of repeat alcohol-related or 
drug-related driving convictions from being relicensed.  Since inception, the Department of 
Motor Vehicles has kept over 4,000 problem drivers off the road.  

× hƴ Wǳƭȅ нсΣ нлмоΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ !ƴŘǊŜǿ aΦ /ǳƻƳƻ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀ ōƛƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ƭŀǿ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴǎ [ŜŀƴŘǊŀΩǎ 
[ŀǿ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƴŜǿ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŘǊǳƴƪ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƻŦŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǎΦ  Effective 
November 1, 2013, the new provisions:  1) authorize the pre-sentence imposition of ignition 
interlock device (IID) sanction; 2) extend the minimum period of interlock restriction to one 
year; 3) clarify that youthful offenders are subject to the same IID sanctions as adults; 4) limit 
waivers of the IID sanction to those offenders who attest that they do not own and will not 
operate a motor vehicle during the IID sanction period.  In addition, starting November 1, 2013, 
drivers who receive a conditional license after a DWI incident and then drive impaired again will 
be charged with an E felony. 

× A new public service campaign designed to remind motorists of the dangers of driving under the 
influence of prescription and/or illicit drugs was created and run in 2013.  The campaign, 
ά5ǊǳƎƎŜŘ 5ǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǎ LƳǇŀƛǊŜŘ 5ǊƛǾƛƴƎέ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
follow their prescription.   

× STOP-DWI Awareness events were conducted at numerous sporting events and venues. 

× The multi-agency Driver Education Workgroup in partnership with the Driver Education 
Research and Innovation Center (DERIC) continued to meet and explore possible improvement 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ǝǳidelines, standards and curriculum.  The 
distracted driving module was completed and work began on the next two modules:  Speed and 
Occupant Protection.   

× Partnerships were strengthened with several organizations including the Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations, the New York State Motor Truck Association and the New York Association for 
Pupil Transportation to work cooperatively on persistent and emerging traffic safety problems 
such as pedestrian safety in metropolitan areas. 
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× The GTSC supported a DRE traiƴƛƴƎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŘŘŜŘ нп ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŎŀŘǊŜ ƻŦ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ 
DREs for a total of 172.  In addition, GTSC began piloting a new electronic DRE database which 
allows officers the ability to conduct evaluations using a handheld tablet computer.  The database 
will be invaluable to program managers responsible for tracking certifications and will aid in 
determining the scope of the drugged driving issue in the state.  In addition, nine ARIDE classes, 12 
DITEP programs, two DDACTS training sessions and three motorcycle enforcement classes were 
conducted in New York.  

× New York State strengthened penalties for mobile phone/portable electronic device use while 
driving.  Convicted motorists now receive 5 driver violation points on their license and monetary 
penalties were increased as well as increasing fines for repeat offenders.   

× The GTSC continues to participate with the National Safety Council and the Allstate Foundation in 
ŀ ǘŜŜƴ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘŜŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ DǊŀduated 
5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ƭŀǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŜƴΩǎ 
driving.   

× ¢ƘŜ b¸{ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ aƻǘƻǊ ±ŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΩ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ CƛŜƭŘ LƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƳǇƭƻȅ ŦŀŎƛŀƭ 
recognition technology to identify persons who Ƴŀȅ ƘƻƭŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŜǊƎŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΩ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΦ 

× GTSC agency representatives whom all have a vested interest in timely and quality data have been 
meeting throughout FFY 2013 to develop a data integration business case that will not only 
improve the timeliness and quality of data, but will eliminate redundancy and lead to improved 
work flow and customer service.   

× GTSC collaborated with representatives from the NYS Department of Transportation, the NYS 
Department of Health and local police departments to devise and implement education, 
enforcement and engineering solutions to curb the rise in pedestrian fatal crashes in select high 
crash corridors in New York State.   

 
 

ASSESSMENT OF STATE PROGRESS 

TƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ƳƻǘƻǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎΣ ǎŀǾŜ 
ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅǎΦ  The 
performance measures and targets established in New YorƪΩǎ CC¸ нлмо IƛƎƘǿŀȅ {ŀŦŜǘȅ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴ 
όI{{tύ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿΦ   
 

Core Performance Measures 

bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ CC¸ нлмо I{{t ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ мл ŎƻǊŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ŎƻǊŜ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊŀƭ 
measure, observed seat belt use, recommended by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) to assess performance and measure the progress of the highway safety program.  Nine of the 
ten recommended outcome measures relate to fatalities; the source for these measures is the Fatality 
Analysis Reporting System (FARS).  The last outcome measure is serious injuries; the source for this 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƛǎ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ !ŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ό!L{ύ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ b¸{ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ aƻǘƻǊ 
Vehicles (DMV).     
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The problem identification process used in the FFY 2013 HSSP included analyses of each of the core 
measures over the most recent five-year period for which data were available, as well as the three-year 
moving average.  A target for each of these measures was set for December 31, 2013. The method for 
setting each goal depended on the trend in the performance measure over the five-year period.  If there 
was a consistent trend in the data, the most recent calendar year available served as the baseline.  If there 
was no clear trend in the measure over this period, i.e., the measure did not increase or decrease 
consistently, the target was set based on the most recent three-year moving average.  The standardized 
goal statement format recommended by GHSA and NHTSA was used for each target. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊŀƭ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜΣ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǎŜŀǘ ōŜƭǘ ǳǎŜΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǎŜŀǘ ōŜƭǘ 
observation survey.  FFY 2013 was the first year that New York implemented its new survey design 
developed in accordance with new uniform criteria established by NHTSA and published in the Federal 
Register in 2011.  The statewide seat belt use rate derived from the 2013 seat belt observation survey is 
included in this report.  The method described above used to set the targets for the core outcome 
measures was also applied to set the target for the statewide observed seat belt use rate.    
 
¢ƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘΣ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƻǊŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
recent data available:  2011 FARS data, 2012 AIS data and the 2013 seat belt use rate.  A table with 
historical and current data for each core measure is included on the following page.  
 

Other Performance Measures 
 
In addition to the core measures identified by NHTSA, other performance measures are used by New 
York to track progress in specific program areas.  The one additional fatality measure included in the 
ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ I{{t ƛǎ ōƛŎȅŎƭƛǎǘ ŦŀǘŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ  LƴƧǳǊȅ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘǊŀŎƪŜŘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ 
alcohol-related crashes and injured motorcyclists, bicyclists and pedestrians.  The source for these 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƛǎ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ !L{ ŎǊŀǎƘ ŦƛƭŜΦ 
 

Activity Measures 
 
The following activity performance measures are also tracked:  seat belt citations; speeding citations 
and impaired driving arrests.  The numbers are reported under the appropriate program areas and 
include all citations/arrests issued for these violations ƻƴ ŀ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ȅŜŀǊ ōŀǎƛǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ 
Law Enforcement and Disposition (TSLED) and Administrative Adjudication (AA) systems are the sources 
for speeding and seat belt citations.  TSLED, the Suffolk County STOP-DWI program and the New York 
City Police Department are the sources for data on impaired driving arrests.   
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NEW YORK STATE  
FFY 2013 HIGHWAY SAFETY ANNUAL REPORT 
CORE OUTCOME AND BEHAVIORAL MEASURES 

  
     

          

 
  Target 

            2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2013 

C1 Number of Fatalities     
 

1,238 1,158 1,201 1,171 1,168 
 

1,127 

  
3-Year Moving Average 

 
  1,341 1,243 1,199 1,177 1,180   

C2 Number of Serious Injuries  
 

  12,900 12,988 12,802 12,012 12,163  10,606 

  
3-Year Moving Average 

 
  13,118 13,056 12,897 12,601 12,326   

C3 Fatalities per 100 Million VMT 
 

    
0.92 0.87 0.92 0.92 NA*  0.86 

  3-Year Moving Average 
 

  0.97 0.92 0.90 0.90 
 

  

  Rural Fatalities per 100 Million VMT    1.88 1.77 1.73 1.63 NA*  1.66 

  3-Year Moving Average 
  

1.89 1.88 1.79 1.71 
 

  

  Urban Fatalities per 100 Million VMT  
 

0.61 0.57 0.64 0.67 NA*  0.59 

  
3-Year Moving Average     

  
0.68 0.61 0.61 0.63 

 
  

C4 Number of Unrestrained Passenger Vehicle 
Occupant Fatalities   234 209 192 187 204  182 

  
3-Year Moving Average 

 
  294 241 212 196 194   

C5 Number of Alcohol-Impaired Driving Fatalities  346 318 360 328 344  326 

  
3-Year Moving Average       

 
385 347 341 335 344   

C6 Number of Speeding-Related Fatalities   410 371 335 332 360  318 

  
3-Year Moving Average  

 
  425 399 372 346 342   

C7 Number of Motorcyclist Fatalities 
 

  184 155 184 170 170  157 

  
3-Year Moving Average 

 
  182 169 174 170 175   

C8 Number of Unhelmeted Motorcyclist Fatalities 36 21 16 11 15  14 

  3-Year Moving Average 
 

  29 27 24 16 14   

C9 Number of Drivers Age 20 or Younger 
Involved in Fatal Crashes   182 178 145 128 138  130 

  
3-Year Moving Average       

 
209 193 168 150 137   

C10 Number of Pedestrian Fatalities 
 

  297 308 303 287 297  288 

  
3-Year Moving Average 

 
  295 294 303 299 296   

    2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013  

B1 Observed Seat Belt Use   89% 88% 90% 91% 90% 91% 92% 

  
3-Year Moving Average 

   85% 87% 89% 90% 90% 91% 
 

                 *2012 FARS data are not available to update measure    

 

Sources: FARS is the source for all of the Core Outcome Measures with the exception of Serious Injuries (C2). The source for this measure is 
New York's Accident Information System (AIS) maintained by the NYS Department of Motor Vehicles. New York's annual observational surveys 
of front seat outboard occupants in passenger vehicles are the source for the Core Behavioral Measure (B1). 
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New York State Driver Survey 

In addition to the outcome, behavior and activity measures that are tracked, another tool for monitoring 
changes and assessing progress are annual surveys of drivers.  Conducted since 2010, these surveys are 
used to track reported behaviors, attitudes, perceptions and awareness related to major traffic safety 
issues.  The 2013 survey was conducted during May and June at five DMV offices selected to provide 
representation from the three main areas of the state.  Three of the DMV offices are in the Upstate 
region:  Albany (Albany County), Syracuse (Onondaga County), and Yonkers (Westchester County); one is 
in New York City (Brooklyn) and one is on Long Island (Medford, Suffolk County).    
 
The 2013 survey instrument included a total of 12 questions related to seat belt use, speeding, drinking 
and driving, cell phone use and texting.  A total of 1,536 drivers participated in the 2013 survey; a 
minimum of 300 surveys were completed at each of the five DMV offices.  Analyses were conducted for 
the total sample and by gender and age group. Selected results are reported in this Annual Report under 
the relevant program areas:  Impaired Driving, Police Traffic Services and Occupant Protection.  For 
those questions that were repeated from earlier surveys, the previous results are included to identify 
any changes that have occurred in the reported behaviors, perceptions and awareness of traffic safety 
issues among New York State drivers.   
 

 

ASSESSMENT OF PROGRESS  
 

Statewide Targets for FFY 2013 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŜǊŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ CC¸ нлмо I{{tΥ 

× Decrease traffic fatalities 6 percent from the 2008-2010 calendar base year average of 1,199 to 
1,127 by December 31, 2013  

× Decrease serious traffic injuries 4 percent from 11,048 (preliminary AIS number) in 2011 to 10,606 
by December 31, 2013 

× Decrease fatalities/100M VMT by 4 percent from the 2008-2010 calendar base year average of 0.90 
to 0.86 by December 31, 2013 

× Decrease urban fatalities/100M VMT by 4 percent from the 2008-2010 calendar base year average 
of 0.61 to 0.59 by December 31, 2013 

× Decrease rural fatalities/100M VMT by 4 percent from 1.73 in 2010 to 1.66 by December 31, 2013 

× Decrease drivers age 20 or younger involved in fatal crashes 10 percent from 145 in 2010 to 130 by 
December 31, 2013 
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Status of Performance Measures 
 
Based on 2012 FARS data, total fatalities in motor vehicle crashes in New York decreased from 1,171 in 
2011 to 1,168 in 2012. While positive progress has been made since the increase in fatalities in 2010, the 
goal of lowering the number of fatalities to 1,127 by December 31, 2013 may be difficult to achieve. 
 
After declining between 2009 and 2011, the number of serious injuries increased slightly (1%) to 12,163 
in 2012.  Because the reduction target set for December 31, 2013 was based on a preliminary 2011 
number (11,048) and the downward trend in serious injuries did not continue in 2012, a reduction to 
10,606 will be very difficult to achieve by December 31, 2013.  

 

 
The fatality rate per 100 million vehicle miles traveled reflected the pattern in motor vehicle fatalities.  
After being on a consistent downward trend between 2007 and 2009, the fatality rate increased to 0.92 
in 2010 and remained at that level in 2011.  As a result, the goal of reducing the fatality rate to 0.88 by 
the end of 2013 is not likely to be met.  Increases in the urban fatality rate in 2010 and 2011 were 
responsible for the lack of progress in reducing the overall fatality rate.  While the rural fatality rate has 
been on a consistent downward trend since 2007, the urban fatality rate increased from 0.57 in 2009 to 
0.67 in 2011.  FARS data for 2012 are not yet available to update these measures. 
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The final core outcome measure in this section 
relates to the involvement of young drivers in fatal 
crashes.  The downward trend in the number of 
drivers under age 21 involved in fatal crashes ended 
in 2011.   

Between 2011 and 2012, the number of young 
drivers involved in fatal crashes increased by 10 to 
138.  This reversal in the trend will make the target 
of 130 set for December 31, 2013 more difficult to 
reach.   
 

 
 

 
DESCRIPTION OF PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES FUNDED, FEDERAL FUNDS EXPENDED 

AND CONTRIBUTION TO MEETING HIGHWAY SAFETY TARGETS 
 
This Annual Report includes a general description of the projects funded and implemented in FFY 2013 
for each of the program areas addressed in the HSSP.  New York used a data-driven approach to identify 
a comprehensive set of strategies in each program area that collectively will contribute to progress in 
ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CC¸ нлмо I{{tΦ  5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 
that highlight the strategies and activities implemented under each program area are also included.  
Appendix A has the complete list of projects funded and implemented under the FFY 2013 HSSP.  The 
project number, amount of funds expended and a brief description are provided for each project.   
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IMPAIRED DRIVING PROGRAM 
 
Over the five year period, 2008-2012, the 
ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ŎǊŀǎƘ ŦŀǘŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ 
alcohol-related ranged from 27% to 30%.  Based 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƭƻǿ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ 
involvement, New York qualified for 405d grant 
funds as a low-range state in FFY 2013. 
 
While New York is among the states with the 
lowest alcohol-impaired fatality rates, it is 
important to maintain an aggressive approach to 
combating impaired driving.  At the core of the 
ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƛƳǇŀƛǊŜŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ {¢ht-DWI.  
Through this program, fines collected from 
impaired driving offenders are returned to the counties where the violations occurred to support 
enforcement and other impaired driving programs at the local level.   

 
As the organization responsible for 
the oversight of the STOP-DWI 
program, GTSC is in a position to 
maximize the opportunities for 
cooperative efforts, such as 
statewide enforcement 
mobilizations in conjunction with 
national crackdowns and during 
other holiday periods throughout 
the year.    

 
Since STOP-DWI is self-sustaining, the GTSC is able to use the federal funds received by New York to 
support a number of other types of impaired driving projects, in addition to supplementing the 
resources available for statewide enforcement efforts.  These include statewide public information 
campaigns, training programs, multi-agency advisory groups, research studies and projects to enhance 
state agency programs.  
 
In FFY 2013, the GTSC continued to raise public awareness of the dangers 
of impaired driving through statewide media campaigns and at sporting 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ  ¢ŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǎǇƻǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ά5ǊƛǾŜ {ƻōŜǊ ƻǊ DŜǘ tǳƭƭŜŘ 
hǾŜǊέ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ, ǘƘŜ άLǘΩǎ ¸ƻǳǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ LǘΩǎ ¸ƻǳǊ /ŀƭƭέ 
underage drinking media campaiƎƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά5ǊǳƎƎŜŘ 5ǊƛǾƛƴƎ Ls Impaired 
5ǊƛǾƛƴƎέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƛǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ŀnd 
cable television and radio.  The GTSC impaired driving campaigns were 
ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ {¢ht-DWI nights held at sporting events around the state.  
 
The GTSC again provided funding to the NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services Office of Probation and 
Correctional Alternatives (OPCA), the agency responsible for promulgating the regulations and 
ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ƛƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƭƻŎƪ ǎŀƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ [ŜŀƴŘǊŀΩǎ [ŀǿΦ  Since 

!ǊŜ ¸ƻǳ wŜŀŘȅΚ 
2013 STOP-DWI Crackdowns 

Super Bowl: January 31-February 3 

St. PatrickΩs Day: March 14-18 

Memorial Day: May 22-27 

Fourth of July: July 3- 7 

Labor Day (National): August 15-September 1 

Halloween: October 30-November 3 

Holiday Season (National): December 13-January 1 
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ƛƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ŜŀƴŘǊŀΩǎ [ŀǿ, courts in New York State have issued 55,253 sentencing orders for interlock 
devices with 15,468 interlocks being installed, an installation rate of 28%.  To facilitate compliance with 
these court orders and increase the installation rate, training and education efforts continue to be 
supported.  Specifically, county level probation staff and the judicial community are provided 
information on the ignition interlock regulations, ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ [ŜŀƴŘǊŀΩǎ [ŀǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳǎ 
developed for the implementation of the law.  The directories of Probation/CD Monitors, IID 
Manufacturers and Installation Service Centers, DCJS/OPCA IID forms and resource materials continue to 
be updated and made available online through both the eJustice NY Integrated Justice Portal and the 
OPCA portion of the DCJS website.   
 
{ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ŜŀƴŘǊŀΩǎ [ŀǿ ŀǊŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƴŜǿ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
passed in FFY 2013.  The new law takes effect November 1, 2013 and contains the following provisions 
ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ [ŜŀƴŘǊŀΩǎ [ŀǿΦ 
 
¶ Drivers who were given the benefit of a conditional license after a DWI incident and then drive 

impaired again will face a Class E felony. Currently, the penalty is a traffic infraction. 

¶ The period of interlock restriction increases from a minimum of six months to one year for 
offenders who claim they do not own and will not operate a car.  

¶ Any claim that a defendant will not own or operate a car must be made under oath; a violation 
of this oath can result in additional charges, such as contempt of court or filing a false 
instrument, which are both Class A misdemeanors carrying maximum one-year sentences. 

¶ Interlocks may be installed pre-sentence, giving prosecutors and the courts more control over 
ensuring compliance. 

¶ The new law clarifies that mandatory interlocks apply to Youthful Offenders.   

Training programs to address impaired driving continue to be 
a priority.  The GTSC sponsors and supports the law 
enforcement community with programs such as the sixteen-
hour Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving Enforcement 
(ARIDE) Training and the much more intensive three-week 
Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) Certification Program.  The 
GTSC also coordinates the Drug Impairment Training for 
Education Professionals (DITEP) Program.  A new video 
promoting the program was made available to school 
districts, on request, and distributed to other states with DITEP programs.  The video can also be viewed 
on the GTSC website www.safeny.ny.gov ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜΦ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ Ǌƻƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ ǾƛŘŜƻǎ ƻƴ [ŜŀƴŘǊŀΩǎ [ŀǿ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5w9 ŀƴŘ {C{¢ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƭŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ 
agencies. 

The GTSC also continued to support research studies and speciŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ  
impaired driving program.  In FFY 2013, the Institute for Traffic Safety Management and Research 
(ITSMR) conducted studies on motorcyclists and impaired driving, recidivism in New York State, 
enforcement of drug-impairŜŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǳƴŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
impaired driving convictions.  ITSMR also continued work on the development of a data management 
ǘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 5ǊǳƎ wŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ 9ȄǇŜǊǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜntation and 
ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ [ŜŀƴŘǊŀΩǎ [ŀǿΦ    
 

http://www.safeny.ny.gov/
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ASSESSMENT OF PROGRESS  
 

Impaired Driving Targets for FFY 2013 

 
× Decrease alcohol-impaired driving fatalities 5 percent from the 2008-2010 calendar year average of 

343 to 326 by December 31, 2013  
 

× Reduce the number of persons injured in alcohol-related crashes 5 percent from 5,447 (based on 
preliminary AIS data for 2011) to 5,175 by December 31, 2013 

 
Status of Performance Measures 
 
Over the five-year period, 2008-2012, alcohol-impaired driving fatalities fluctuated up and down;  based 
on the most recent FARS data, there were 344 alcohol-impaired driving fatalities in 2012, up from 328 in 
2011. Although no progress was made in 2012, it may still be possible to reach the target of 326 set for 
December 31, 2013.     
 
.ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ Řŀǘŀ ŦǊƻƳ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ !L{Σ ǘƘŜ number of persons injured in alcohol-related crashes increased 
to 6,303 in 2012, up 3% from 2011.  The goal to reduce alcohol-related injuries by 5 percent in the FFY 
2013 HSSP was set based on preliminary 2011 data.  When the 2011 AIS data file was finalized, the 
number of alcohol-related injuries increased from 5,447 to 6,121.  As a result, the target of reducing 
injuries to 5,175 was overly ambitious and will be very challenging to achieve by December 31, 2013.     

 
Impaired driving arrests have been on a 
consistent downward trend in New York State.  
Between 2008 and 2012, the number of drivers 
arrested for impaired driving dropped from 
62,227 to 51,255, a decrease of 18%.   
 
It is likely that reductions in highway safety 
funding and competing priorities for enforcement 
resources have contributed to the decline in 
arrests.    
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Annual Survey of New York State Drivers:  Results Related to Drinking and Driving  
 
Drinking and driving was one of the traffic safety issues included in the survey of drivers conducted at  
selected DMV offices in all four years, 2010-2013. The table below provides the results to the questions 
related to behaviors, awareness and perceptions provided by the participants in these surveys.     
 

 

  Source:  2010-2013 Driver Behavior Surveys 

¶ In 2013, 84% of the survey respondents said they had not driven within two hours after consuming 
alcohol in the past 30 days while 16% reported that they had at least once.  In the three previous 
surveys, slightly smaller proportions (14%-15%) of those surveyed said that they had driven after 
drinking at least once in the last 30 days.   

 

¶ The perception of the risk of being arrested for drinking and driving in the 2013 survey was similar to 
ǘƘŜ нлмн ǎǳǊǾŜȅΦ  Lƴ ōƻǘƘ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎΣ нс҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ άŀƭǿŀȅǎέ ōŜ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ 
if they drive after drinking.  The perception of risk was higher in the 2010 and 2011 surveys where 
33%-оп҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘǊƻǾŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ άŀƭǿŀȅǎέ ōŜ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘΦ   

 
  

In the past 30 days, how many times have you driven a motor 
vehicle within two hours after drinking alcoholic beverages? 

  

  2010  2011 2012 2013 
0 times 85.3% 86.1% 86.4% 84.3% 
1 time 7.1% 7.1%   6.6%   6.9% 

2 times 3.9% 3.2%   3.3%   4.1% 
3 times 1.6% 1.4%    1.3%    2.7% 

4 times 0.5% 0.5%    0.5%    0.8% 
5 or more times 1.6% 1.8%    2.0%    1.2% 

What do you think the chances are of someone getting 
 arrested if they drive after drinking?   

    

   2010  2011 2012 2013 
Always 33.8% 33.4% 26.4% 26.4% 

Most of the time 29.6% 29.2% 29.3%  33.4% 
Sometimes 29.2% 30.9% 35.8%  32.7% 

Rarely 4.7% 4.6%    5.7%     5.0% 
Never 2.7% 1.8%    2.8%     2.6% 
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Differences by Gender 
 

¶ In 2013, there were increases in the 
proportions of both the men and the 
women who said they had driven within 
two hours after drinking at least once in 
the past 30 days.  The proportion of  men 
increased from 18% in the 2010-2012 
surveys to 20% in 2013 and the proportion 
of women increased from 8%-9% to 11% in 
2013.    
 

 
 

 
 

¶ In 2013, the downward trend (62% to 52%) in 
the perception of the risk of arrest for drinking 
and driving among men ended; 56% of the men 
surveyed in 2013 thought that someone who 
drives after drinking would be arrested 
άŀƭǿŀȅǎέ ƻǊ άƳƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜέΣ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ рн҈ ƛƴ 
2012.  
 

¶ Compared to men, women perceived a greater 
risk of arrest for drinking and driving.  Two-
thirds of the women in the 2010 and 2011 
surveys thought that a drinking driver would be 
ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ άŀƭǿŀȅǎέ ƻǊ άƳƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
dropping to 59% in 2012.  As was the case among men, the perception of the risk of arrest among 
women increased in 2013 (63%).  

 

 
Differences by Age  
 
Analyses by age group were also conducted for the drivers who said they had driven within two hours 
after drinking at least once in the past 30 days.  The 2013 results were compared with those from 2012 
to determine changes in reported behaviors.  
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¶ The drivers who reported driving within two hours after drinking at least once in the last 30 days 
included drivers in the two age groups below the legal drinking age.  In 2013, 17% of the drivers in 
the 16-17 year old age group and 8% of the drivers 18-20 years of age reported driving after 
drinking. 

 

¶ In 2013, drivers 25-34 years of age were most likely to report driving within two hours after 
consuming alcohol at least once (19%), followed by drivers 45-54 (18%). 

 

¶ Between 2012 and 2013, the largest increases in the proportion of drivers who reported driving 
after drinking was in the age groups 16-17 (6% to 17%),  25-34 (12% to 19%) and 45-54 (12% to 
18%).  The greatest decrease occurred in the 55-64 age group where the proportion dropped from 
18% in 2012 to 10% in 2013.   
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¶ In general, the perception of the risk of getting a ticket decreases with age; in 2013, 64%-72% of the 
drivers under age 35 thought that someone who was drinking and driving would be arrested 
άŀƭǿŀȅǎέ ƻǊ άƳƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜέ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ 40%-58% of drivers age 35 and older.  
 

¶ With the exception of the drivers under 21 years of age, the perception of risk of being arrested for 
driving after drinking increased in every age group between 2012 and 2013. 

 
 

IMPAIRED DRIVING PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES FUNDED IN FFY 2013 
 
New York used a data-ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
LƳǇŀƛǊŜŘ 5ǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ 
safety targets set in the FFY 2013 HSSP.  Included under the strategies listed below are descriptions of 
selected projects that highlight the activities undertaken.  The complete list of projects implemented in 
FFY 2013 is included as Appendix A.  The project number, amount of funds  awarded and a brief 
description are provided for each project.   

 
Enforcement of Impaired Driving Laws 
 
ά5ǊƛǾŜ {ƻōŜǊ ƻǊ DŜǘ tǳƭƭŜŘ hǾŜǊέ 

 

Lƴ CC¸ нлмоΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ŎǊŀŎƪŘƻǿƴ ƻƴ ƛƳǇŀƛǊŜŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ to incorporate the national slogan, 
ά5ǊƛǾŜ {ƻōŜǊ ƻǊ DŜǘ tǳƭƭŜŘ hǾŜǊΦέ  The crackdown is a cooperative effort involving the State Police, 
county Sheriffs and local police agencies.  The NYS STOP-DWI Foundation also encourages county STOP-
DWI Programs across the state to develop and conduct coordinated county-based enforcement 
efforts.  The national crackdown periods coincide with the times when large numbers of impaired 
drivers are likely to be on the roadway --HŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ IƻƭƛŘŀȅǎΣ {ǳǇŜǊ .ƻǿƭΣ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ 
Memorial Day , the 4th of July and late summer into Labor Day.  In FFY 2013, each county was asked to 
develop multi-agency efforts utilizing saturation patrols and checkpoints involving their local DREs.  In 
addition, counties were reimbursed for expenses for DRE call outs throughout the grant period.  Thirty-
two counties participated; each county tailored their efforts to personnel availability and activities 
significant to their community.  Due to the cooperation and support of all county STOP-DWI program 
coordinators statewide, there was widespread participation by the police agencies across New York 
State during the crackdowns.  In addition to specific target saturation patrols and checkpoints, each 
enforcement detail required the onsite availability of a Certified Drug Recognition Expert.   
 
The results of the grant-funded crackdown initiative in FFY 2013 are as follows: 
 

¶ 17 counties participated in the Halloween Crackdown resulting in 43 DWI arrests, 50 other 
arrests and 585 V&T summonses.    

¶ 20 counties participated in the Holiday Crackdown resulting in 139 DWI arrests, 90 other arrests 
and 1,029 V&T summonses.  In addition, there were 10 DWAI-Drug only arrests. 

¶ 8 counties participated in the Super Bowl Crackdown resulting in 14 DWI arrests, 4 DWAI-Drug 
only arrests, 32 other arrests and 192 and V&T summonses.   

¶ 21 ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅ /ǊŀŎƪŘƻǿƴ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ фс 5²L ŀǊǊŜǎǘǎΣ с DWAI-
Drug only arrests, 117 other arrests and 732 V&T summonses. 
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¶ 17 counties participated in the Memorial Day Crackdown (May 23-28) utilizing 86 agencies.  This 
initiative resulted in 97 DWI arrests, 9 DRE evaluations, 8 DWAI-Drug only arrests, 102 other 
arrests and 1,032 V&T summonses.    

¶ 19 counties participated in the 4th of July Crackdown (July 3-8) utilizing 95 agencies. This 
initiative resulted in 103 DWI arrests, 14 DRE evaluations, 7 DWAI-Drug only arrests, 94 other 
arrests and 1,201 V&T summonses. 

¶ 24 counties participated in the Labor Day Crackdown (August 16- September 2) utilizing 125 
agencies.  This initiative resulted in 195 DWI arrests, 7 DRE Evaluations, 13 DWAI-Drug only 
arrests, 209 other arrests and 2,687 V&T summonses. 

 
New York State Police Impaired Driver Identification and Underage Drinking Enforcement Program  

  
In FFY 2013, the New York State Police continued to conduct its comprehensive impaired driving 
program which includes the following components:  deterrence, detection, testing, analysis, prosecution 
of impaired drivers and underage enforcement.  Following guidelines established by Division 
Headquarters, each State Police Troop develops its own Traffic Safety Plan which provides for a more 
efficient approach to local problems, including impaired driving and underage drinking.  Highlights of the 
State Police program in FFY 2013 include the following: 

 

¶ Underage Drinking Identification Details:  The State Police conducted 165 Underage Drinking 
Identification (UDI) enforcement details; 1,700 retail stores and 439 bars and taverns were 
checked.  Of these, 363 bars (83%) and 1,524 retail stores (90%) were in compliance.  The details 
resulted in 273 arrests for violations of the ABC law and 283 arrests for Penal Law violations.  

¶ Sobriety Checkpoints:  Each Troop conducted, at a minimum, one checkpoint each month; 
multi-agency checkpoints were also conducted.  In total, 228 fixed sobriety checkpoints were 
conducted, resulting in 371 DWI arrests.  

¶ Roving Saturation Details:  Each Troop conducted, at a minimum, one saturation detail each 
month.  Overall, a total of 262 saturation patrols were conducted, resulting in 213 DWI arrests.  

¶ Training:  Division DRE instructors assisted with the DRE schools conducted at the NYS Park 
Police Academy and with the field certificatioƴ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ  !ǘ D¢{/Ωǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ, Division instructors 
also assisted with both DITEP and ARIDE training events. Standardized Field Sobriety Testing 
training was provided to all recruits attending the Basic School at the New York State Police 
Academy.  Division personnel also assisted with four NYPTI (New York Prosecutors Training 
Institute) impaired driving training sessions for prosecutors. 

¶ National Holiday Crackdown:  During the National Crackdown and New Year's period, the State 
Police conducted 29 fixed sobriety checkpoints resulting in 48 DWI arrests and 32 saturation 
patrols resulting in 28 DWI arrests.  Also during this time period, 14 UDI details were conducted; 
21 of the 24 bars checked as well as 116 of the 133 retail establishments were in compliance. A 
total of 23 arrests for violations of the ABC law and 12 Penal law arrests were made. Statewide, 
overall during this time period, Troopers arrested 552 individuals for DWI. 

¶ Public Information and Education:  Various PI&E materials were developed and disseminated 
statewide to schools and at fairs and other events.  
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NYS Office of Probation and Correctional Alternatives (OPCA) Traffic Safety and Sanctions Project  
 
The Child Passenger Protection Act or "Leandra's Law" was signed into law in New York State on 
November 18, 2009.  One of the key provisions of this important law, effective December 18, 2009, 
made DWI with a child under 16 years of age in a motor vehicle a Class E felony offense.  As of October 
22, 2013, 3,340 drivers have been arrested for violating the law.   
 
A second provision of Leandra's Law is the requirement that individuals convicted of DWI must install an 
ignition interlock device in any motor vehicle they "own or operate."  Since the August 15, 2010 
effective date of this provision, over 15,000 ignition interlock devices (IIDs) have been installed in the 
vehicles of drivers convicted of DWI. The OPCA is responsible for developing regulations and monitoring 
the implementation of the IID program.  Major activities conducted in FFY 2013 are described below. 
 

¶ OPCA continued to closely monitor IID vendors for adherence to Title 9 NYCRR, Part 358 
regulations.  Currently, four manufacturers (Consumer Safety Technology, Smart Start, LifeSafer 
and Draeger) are under contract to provide IID services in New York State, down from the 
original number of seven.    

¶ A draft guidance tool on the Characteristics of a Chronic Traffic Offender was developed utilizing 
research from available sources.   

¶ In February 2013, OPCA partnered with the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to train 
probation officers, Office of Court Administration staff and IID manufacturers on the new DMV 
Regulations regarding Problem Driver Relicensing; 150 individuals viewed the original training 
and it was made available for continued viewing via the e-justice portal and the original Live 
Meeting link. 

¶ In June 2013, OPCA hosted its Fourth Annual Qualified Ignition Interlock Manufacturers 
Conference in Albany.  Each of the IID manufacturers provided a representative to participate in 
a panel discussion on the new classification system in NYS; IID operation and features; evolving 
technology (e.g., camera specs, GPS); and data collection, management and distribution.  Other 
topics discussed during the conference included DMV Regulations related to persistent 
dangerous drivers, court ordered IIDs vs. new administratively ordered IIDs; and DWI offender 
accountability.  

¶ OPCA drafted procedural guidance for the IID monitors and vendors regarding the provision of 
the new law passed in July 2013 authorizing the installation of IIDs pre-sentence and reviewed 
other changes that will affect the implementation and monitoring of the IID program.  

¶ OPCA staff participated in numerous Leandra's Law trainings and information sessions for law 
enforcement, probation officers, judges and court personnel and assisted the county monitors 
with the development of and access to monitoring tools.   

¶ Five regional focus groups were held in September to discuss the different techniques and 
strategies probation departments are using to supervise their DWI probationers.  The 
information from the focus groups will be used in developing a model policy for DWI supervision 
and new training programs on topics such as DMV technologies and prescription drug abuse.  
Representatives from 45 probation departments participated in the sessions. 
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Operation Prevent ς Stop Bad ID  
 
Operation Prevent is conducted by the DMV Division of Field Investigation (DFI) in conjunction with local 
law enforcement across the state.  The purpose of this program is to prevent underage drinking and the 
use of fraudulent or altered documents by minors to gain access to places where alcohol is served.  As 
part of this project, DFI targets licensed liquor establishments that have been identified as the last drink 
location for individuals under age 21 who have been arrested for drinking and driving.  The DFI also 
attempts to identify the source of the illegal documents in order to shut down the operation and 
terminate the production of fraudulent documents.  Between FFY 2007 and FFY 2013, DFI Investigators 
visited more than 821 establishments that serve alcohol, made 2,795 arrests and seized 2,732 illegal 
documents from persons under the age of 21.  The investigations have led to the closure of 28 
fraudulent document operations making it much more difficult for minors to obtain illegal or altered 
licenses.  
 
Last Drink Location 
 
The Division of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) and the New York State Police are making information 
available on the last location where an arrested impaired driver drank, as well as the exact location of 
the arrest, to all STOP-DWI programs throughout the state.  The data are collected through the breath 
test instruments used at the time of the arrest.  The location data are being used by STOP-DWI and law 
enforcement agencies to develop programs in various counties to work with local establishments with 
liquor licenses to prevent intoxicated patrons from being served and then driving from the 
establishment in an impaired condition.  This information also provides an invaluable tool to law 
enforcement in their targeted impaired driving enforcement efforts. 

 
 

Education and Training Programs 
 
Drug Recognition Expert Statewide Coordinator 
 
The Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) program continues to be coordinated in New York by a member of 
the GTSC staff.  The State Coordinator is responsible for coordinating and scheduling training programs 
that provide existing DREs the opportunity to 
maintain certifications that adhere to the National 
and New York State standards.  In the continuing 
effort to provide the most efficient and relevant 
training, the State Coordinator, in conjunction with 
the Technical Advisory Panel (TAP), is tasked with 
the oversight, review and implementation of the 
training curriculum and sets the standards for 
instructor qualifications and certifications.     
 
 
 
In addition to coordinating the DRE program, the GTSC coordinates several programs that provide 
training for educators, police officers and traffic safety professionals in the area of impaired driving.  
These programs are described below. 
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SFST/DRE Training Programs  
 

The GTSC staff coordinates the state's Standardized Field Sobriety Testing/Drug Recognition Expert 
(SFST/DRE) program through the SFST/DRE Steering Committee.  The committee has been working with 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
SFST and DRE programs.  The DRE training course was offered in June 2013 with a total of 24 new 
certified Drug Recognition Experts joining the 172 DREs already deployed across the state.  In 2013, all 
DRE Instructors attended a two-day conference that included mandatory recertification training and 
information on the latest drug use trends.  In addition, ten recertification trainings were held across the 
state during the year.   
 
DCJS Impaired Driver Training and Technology Program  
 
With funding provided by a GTSC grant, the NYS Division of Criminal 
Justice Services (DCJS) distributed 250 Alco-Sensor FST alcohol 
screening devices to New York State law enforcement, probation 
and parole agencies in FFY 2013.  This equipment provides these 
agencies with state-of-the-art tools to aid in their impaired driving 
programs.  Approximately 990 evidential breath test devices were 
repaired and certified for use by local law enforcement and all 
quarterly Last Drink and Arrest Location Reports (inclusive of 
[ŜŀƴŘǊŀΩǎ [ŀǿ 5ŀǘŀύ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ Ǿƛŀ  eJustice NY. In addition, 
software was developed to provide ethernet connectivity of all 
DataMaster DMTs to provide quick, accurate and secure 
transmission of impaired driving data to aid in enforcement, 
adjudication, education and the prevention of impaired driving 
offenses. 
 
In FFY 2013, the Office of Public Safety (OPS) staff administered, facilitated, documented and/or 
oversaw the training of 2,958 municipal law enforcement officers on the use of the DataMaster 
DMT.  This total includes officers who attended the Breath Analysis Operator course, Breath Analysis 
Operator Instructor course and Breath Analysis Recertification courses.   
 
In addition to the DataMaster DMT training, a total of 1,060 police officers attended Standardized Field 
Sobriety Testing courses, including the Standardized Field Sobriety Instructor course and Standardized 
Field Sobriety Testing student course.  The Crash Management Series, Basic through Technical, was 
attended by 161 police officers and 79 police officers attended the DWI Documentation and Courtroom 
Testimony Course developed by OPS staff to insure appropriate documentation and prosecution of 
impaired driving offenses.  In total, the OPS provided quality training to 4,258 municipal law 
enforcement officers across the state. 

 
Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving Enforcement (ARIDE)  
 
The Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving Enforcement (ARIDE) training program has been implemented 
in New York since FFY 2008. The two-day ARIDE course is intended to bridge the gap between the 
Standardized Field Sobriety Testing (SFST) training all police officers in New York receive in the Basic 
Course for Police Officers and the Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) training courses completed by a 
relatively select group of officers.  The objectives of the ARIDE course are to train law enforcement 
officers to observe, identify and articulate the signs of impairment related to drugs, alcohol or a 
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combination of both, in order to reduce the number of impaired driving incidents and crashes which 
result in serious injuries and fatalities.  In FFY 2013, nine training programs were conducted in various 
parts of the state; 268 police officers completed the ARIDE training this year, compared to 245 in the 
previous year.   
 
Toxicologist Training  
 
The New York State Police Forensic Laboratory System provides alcohol and drug testing for state and 
local agencies throughout New York.  Continuing education is critical to the toxicologists' role in highway 
safety; these professionals need to be kept up-to-date on the latest technology enhancements for 
testing, as well as the current state of research on the effects of alcohol and drugs on driving 
performance.  With funding from the GTSC, toxicologists from the New York State Police Forensic 
Investigation Center were able to receive scientific training from both national and international experts 
over the past year.  The training venues included the Society of Forensic Toxicologists (SOFT) Annual 
Meeting, the American Academy of Forensic Sciences (AAFS) Annual Meeting, and the International 
Association of Chemical Testing (IACT) Annual Meeting.  Staff also participated in advanced degree 
coursework.  Participation in these meetings and conferences also ensures that New York State is 
represented in important activities conducted by the professional organizations, especially the 
SOFT/AAFS Drugs & Driving Committee and the National Safety Council's Alcohol, Drugs, and 
Impairment Division.   
 
Standards for testing methodology, analytical scope and analyst qualifications are being developed in 
the forensic toxicology field and it is important for New York State toxicologists to be aware of the 
standards being discussed and have a voice in shaping these crucial policies.  Staff coauthored the 
ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ άwŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘations for Toxicological Investigation of Drug-Impaired Driving and Motor 
±ŜƘƛŎƭŜ CŀǘŀƭƛǘƛŜǎέ όWƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƻŦ !ƴŀƭȅǘƛŎŀƭ ¢ƻȄƛŎƻƭƻƎȅ нлмоΤ отΥррн-558).  Staff were also involved in the 
recently published Scientific Working Group for Forensic Toxicology (SWGTOX) Standard Practices for 
Method Validation in Forensic Toxicology. 
 
Improvement of Toxicology Services for Impaired Driving Enforcement 
 
Forensic toxicology services are essential to the effective enforcement of New YorkΩǎ ƛƳǇŀƛǊŜŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ 
laws.  The volume and complexity of the testing needed to support the sǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƛƳǇŀƛǊŜŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ 
investigations has far exceeded the resources available within the laboratories.  GTSC is supporting the 
toxicology labs throughout New York by updating aging laboratory equipment and investing in 
toxicologist training.  In FFY 2013, GTSC partnered with the New York State Police Crime Laboratory (the 
largest provider of impaired driving toxicology services in the state) to develop a sustainable staffing 
model that will provide the necessary toxicology services throughout the state.  Due to the lengthy 
hiring process and intense training program, the benefits of this partnership will develop over the next 
several years.  Outcomes will include faster turn-around times for lab results, an increase in the number 
of drugs that can be detected, the addition of quantitative services, and enhanced expert testimony. 
 
Drug Impairment Training for Education Professionals (DITEP)  
 
5L¢9t ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ combat the problem of drug and alcohol 
abuse in the school environment.  The goal of the DITEP program is to train school administrators, 
school nurses and other education professionals to provide early intervention within their schools that 
will lead to reductions in motor vehicle fatalities and injuries.  The two-day DITEP training module uses a 
systematic approach for recognizing and evaluating those who are abusing drugs or alcohol.  Over the 
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past year, the program was provided in twelve schools with 318 school nurse-teachers and 
administrators participating. To promote the program, the GTSC continued to distribute a video on 
DITEP.  The video is available on the GTSC website and on YouTube. 
 
Prosecutor Training 
 
During FFY 2013, the New York Prosecutors Training Institute (NYPTI) provided training to prosecutorial 
and law enforcement officers on a variety of impaired driving topics.  These included refresher trainings 
on investigating and prosecuting drugged driving, trial advocacy training for new prosecutors, crash 
reconstruction training, and vehicular homicide trial preparation to name only a few.  Webinar trainings 
ƻƴ [ŜŀƴŘǊŀΩǎ [ŀǿ ŀƴŘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ Řŀǘŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘΦ  Under this project, the GTSC also 
continued to fund two Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutors (TSRPs) to assist New York State prosecutors 
with impaired driving prosecutions.  Hundreds of prosecutors are trained by the TSRPs annually and 
have access to information from NYPTI and the TSRPs via a statewide listserv.   
 

STOP-DWI Association Training Programs 
 
The FFY 2013 New York State STOP-DWI Coordinator Training Series was 
conducted in four locations across the state.  The agenda focused on:  law enforcement issues and 
practices; engaging police on the DWI issue;  working with police to develop DWI enforcement 
programs; STOP-DWI funding and fiscal issues;  reporting practices; evaluation methods; promoting the 
STOP-DWI effort by effecting general deterrence of the impaired driver and administrative and fiscal 
issues of managing the program and safeguarding STOP-5²LΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΦ 
 
STOP-DWI Foundation and MADD Safe and Sober Award Recognition Luncheon 
 
With funding from the GTSC, STOP-DWI New York, MADD New York and DCJS continue to recognize 
police departments and officers and other individuals for their outstanding commitment to the 
deterrence of impaired driving.  In FFY 2013, awards were given to 16 law enforcement officers, five law 
enforcement agencies and two non law enforcement agencies.  A special Lifetime Achievement Award 
was also presented to a STOP-DWI Coordinator.  
 
 

Research and Evaluation 
 
Institute for Traffic Safety Management and Research Impaired Driving Research Projects  
 

In FFY 2013, the Institute for Traffic Safety Management and Research 
(ITSMR) conducted research studies and prepared fact sheets on a number of 
topics related to impaired driving.  The results of research studies on 
impaired driving among motorcyclists, recidivism among drivers convicted of 
alcohol-impaired driving and tickets issued for drugged driving offenses were 
presented in a series of ITSMR Research Notes.  These publications and 
earlier research reports are available on the ITSMR website (www.itsmr.org).  
Fact sheets on DWI recidivism, impaired driving arrests, alcohol-related 
crashes and drug-related crashes were compiled during the year and are also 
available on the website.   
  

http://www.itsmr.org/
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Motorcyclists and Impaired Driving  
 
L¢{awΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ on impaired driving among motorcyclists in New York State focused on 1) crashes 
involving impaired motorcyclists and 2) tickets issued to motorcyclists for impaired driving.  The key 
findings include the following: 
 

¶ 27% of fatal motorcycle crashes that occurred in New York State 2008-2012 were alcohol-
related. 

¶ 84% of the alcohol-related fatal and personal injury crashes occurred in the Upstate region 

¶ 18% of the impaired motorcyclists in crashes were not wearing a helmet 

¶ Less than 1% of the drivers ticketed for impaired driving 2008-2012 were motorcyclists 

¶ 36% of motorcyclists ticketed for impaired driving also received speeding tickets  

¶ 10% of motorcyclists ticketed for impaired driving were also ticketed for wearing a non-
compliant helmet or no helmet  

¶ 28% of motorcyclists ticketed for impaired driving had a BAC of 0.15% or higher 

 
Study on Recidivism in New York State: A 2012 Update 
 
This study involved analyses of driver license data to determine the recidivism rate for drivers convicted 
of alcohol-impaired driving in 2012 and the rates by geographic region, driver age and driver gender.  
Analyses were also conducted to identify 1) the characteristics of recidivist drivers with regard to BAC, 
age and gender and 2) the conviction charges and the penalties and sanctions imposed on recidivist 
drivers convicted in 2012.  The study updated an earlier study that compared the recidivism rates in 
1999 and 2009.  The primary objectives of the 2013 study were to determine the recidivism rate in 2012 
and compare it to 2009 and 1999.  A second objective was to determine if the profile of a recidivist 
drunk driver changed between 1999, 2009 and 2012. The key findings include the following: 
 

¶ The recidivism rate was 21% in 2012, down from 22% in 2009 and 29% in 1999. 

¶ The recidivism rates by geographic region, driver age and driver gender all experienced sizeable 
declines between 1999 and 2009 and then either declined slightly or remained the same in 
2012. 

¶ In 2012, The Upstate region had the highest recidivism rate (23%, compared to 21% in the Long 
Island region and 12% in New York City). 

¶ Women comprise an increasing proportion of the recidivist drivers (18% in 2012 vs. 12% in 
1999). 

¶ The mean age of recidivists was slightly higher in 2012 (37 years vs. 36 in 1999). 

¶ The mean BAC of recidivists was lower in 2012 (0.158% vs. 0.164% in 1999). 
 
Drivers Ticketed for Drug-Impaired Driving on New York Roadways 
 
A previous ITSMR study found that one out of six motor vehicle fatalities (16%) in New York State are 
drug-related.  Given the increase in the use of both prescription and illegal drugs, drugged driving is 
becoming an even greater cause for concern.  The purpose of the 2013 study was to provide further 
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information on the drugged driving problem in New York State.  The objectives of the study were to 
determine the number of drivers that have been ticketed for drug-ƛƳǇŀƛǊŜŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
roadways and examine the demographic characteristics of those drivers and the circumstances related 
to the arrestsΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ Řŀǘŀ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ¢{[95 ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ-year 
period 2007-2011. The analyses also included comparisons of the tickets issued for drug-related driving 
offenses with tickets issued for alcohol-impaired driving. The key findings include the following: 
 

¶ The number of drivers ticketed for drug-impaired driving rose 20% while the number ticketed 
for alcohol-impaired driving dropped 15%. 

¶ Compared to tickets for alcohol-impaired driving, drugged driving tickets were more likely to be 
issued on weekdays and during the daytime.  

¶ Women comprise an increasing proportion of the drivers ticketed for drug-impaired driving 
(24% in 2010 and 2011 compared to 17% in 2007). 

¶ The largest proportions of drivers ticketed for drug-impaired driving and alcohol-impaired 
driving each year are in the 21-29 age group.  

 

Uncollected Fines for Impaired Driving Convictions 
 
Over the past several years, many counties have seen their fine revenues collected from convicted 
impaired drivers remain stagnant or drop despite the fact that the number of arrests and convictions for 
impaired driving has remained the same or even increaǎŜŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
traffic safety community, since a decline in revenue translates directly into fewer activities being 
conducted to combat the problem of impaired driving.  Based on a survey of counties, the total amount 
of uncollected fines for impaired driving offenses is estimated at $15 million.   
 
Late in FFY 2012, ITSMR initiated an effort to study the issue of uncollected fines for impaired driving 
convictions.  Due to the limitations of the data available to research this issue, the project was scaled 
back to focus primarily on compiling a description of practices currently being used by a small number of 
counties to collect unpaid fines.  The study was completed and submitted to GTSC in September 2013.   
 
9Ǿŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 9ŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ [ŜŀƴŘǊŀΩǎ [ŀǿ 
 
¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ŜŀƴŘǊŀΩǎ [ŀǿ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ 
of the ignition interlock sanction is effective in reducing the incidence of impaired driving, evidenced by 
reductions in impaired driving crashes, arrests and recidivism.  A secondary objective is to determine to 
what extent the law is being implemented as intended, i.e., are drivers convicted of DWI sentenced to 
ignition interlock and are ignition interlocks being installed on the vehicles owned and operated by 
these drivers.   
 
To address these questions, the research design for the study incorporates two major components:       
1) analysis of conviction data for impaired driving and 2) an examination of driving histories for drivers 
convicted of impaired driving.  During this grant year, the final sets of data needed for the study were 
obtained from the DMV (AIS, TSLED and driverΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŦƛƭŜǎ) and the Office of Probation and 
Correctional Alternatives (OPCA).  The analysis plan for the study was finalized and the analysis of the 
data began.  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅΩǎ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōe 
submitted to the GTSC early in the next grant year.   
 
  



2013 Highway Safety Annual Report Impaired Driving Program - 23 

Development of DRE Data Management Tool 
 
ITSMR project staff continued work on the development of a data management tool that can be used to 
monitor the DRE program.  The management tool is being designed to capture data on officers who 
complete the DRE training and data on the drug evaluations conducted by these DREs.  Using an Access 
database format, the DRE data management tool will meet the following objectives: 
 

¶ Capture the data collected on the DIE (Drug Influence Evaluation) forms by each DRE through 
the use of database and android applications 

¶ Provide a quarterly data upload to NHTSAΩǎ Drug Recognition Expert Tracking System  

¶ Provide a query tool for the State DRE Coordinator to use in monitoring the training and 
recertification of DRE police officers 

¶ Provide periodic standardized reports for use by the State Coordinator in reporting DRE-related 
activity to the GTSC, NHTSA and other interested groups 

¶ Provide data and analysis capabilities to:  

¶ Identify the common drug(s) involved in drugged driving  

¶ Identify trends in the demographic characteristics of drugged drivers  

¶ Determine the outcome (conviction, dismissal) of drug arrests 

¶ /ƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 5w9Ωǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘhe toxicology results (i.e., determine how often the 
ǘƻȄƛŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ŎƻǊǊƻōƻǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ 5w9Ωǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘύΤ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ 
feedback for training purposes 

¶ Assist the NYS Advisory Council on Impaired Driving in the development of 
countermeasures that address the problem of drug-impaired driving 

 
During this grant year, the development of both the web-based database and android applications were 
completed.  This work involved the following key activities: 
 

¶ Creation of an ERD of the database structure 

¶ Design of database structure, including attention to security issues 

¶ Design of DRE evaluation face sheet for the android application 

¶ Initial pilot test of the android application in March 

¶ Revision of android application and second pilot test in July  

¶ Pilot test of web application in July & subsequent revision 

¶ Development of training for DREs in use of the android application (September) 

¶ Rollout of android pilot in the field (September)  

 
Begun in late September, the pilot test of the android application in the field will continue through 
December.  It is anticipated that the android application will be rolled out to one-half of the DREs in FFY 
2014, beginning in January 2014.  The android application will be rolled out to the remaining half of the 
DREs early in the FFY 2015 grant year.  In addition, with regard to the web-based application of the DRE 
evaluation form, it will be rolled out to DREs early in FFY 2014, at the request of the DRE coordinator.  




